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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Isolation is
one of the chief factors from which West-
ern Australia suffers. I think that the
East, by some means, has to be brought
closer to the West. It is expensive for a
person to travel East to West, or vice versa,
by train, aircraft or ship, and I am going to
suggest—in the same well-meant terms as
used by Mr, Wise in regard to the com-
mittee he envisages—that inquiries on a
top-level basis be made in order to see
whether Western Australia, South Austra-
lia and the Commonwealth can combine
and provide a sealed road East to West,
thereby bringing more people to this State
from the East. I believe that if it were
easier to get to Western Australia more
people would come here.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon:
wrong with a toll road?

The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH: Suggestions
have been made from time to time about
toll roads. I believe that in America they
are not paying and are not as successful
as was hoped. However, 50 far as Western
Australia is concerned, we have, at times,
literally poured millions into the drain in
State enterprises, and I think it is time
some of the money went into a proposition
of this nature. From a defence point of
view, with the modern methods we now
have of waging war, it would not mean
much, but it would mean a great deal to
Western Australia if this State were more
closely connected to the rest of the con-
tinent by an ali-weather road.

Mr. President, I leave the matter at that
for the timme being but, before I sit down,
I would like once again to ask the Gov-
ernment to take stock of the situation so
far as the economic standing of Western
Australia is concerned at the present time,
because, if the Government pursues its
policy of doing as much public work as it
can, rather than let it out to private
enterprise, employment in Western Aus-
tralia will suffer as a result.

What is

I am quite sure it must be the concern
of us all—nmo matter which side of politics
we happen to be on—that Western Aus-
tralia should have a growing rate of un-
employment; and we must not allow it to
get any worse. I would say to the Gov-
ernment that it should give private
enterprise more of a go, because this State
of ours was not built on the basis of
socialised industry but on the pioneering
spirit of free enterprise which was pre-
pared to risk its capital for a return,

On motion by the Hon. C, R. Abbey,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at ¢.12 pm,
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

CONDOLENCE.
The Late Hon. A, J. Rodoreda, M.L.A,

THE PREMIER (The Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke—Northam): I move—

That this House desires to place on
its records its profound sense of the
loss sustained in the passing of the
late Hon. Aloysius Joseph Rodoreda,
a member of this House, and that an
expression of the sincere sympathy of
members be eonveyed to his widow and
family by Mr. Speaker.

The late Mr. Rodoreda, as you very well
know, Mr. Speaker, served in this House
for a considerable number of years, firstly
as a private member and later as Speaker
of the House. He represented, as we all
know, a North-West electorate, and he was
a typical North-West type. He was rugged
in his outlock, a man of tremendously
strong convictions and one who was most
outspoken in his advocacy of a befter deal
for the people he directly represented and
for the people of the North-West generally.

We all referred to him very affectionately
as “Rod,” and we remember with great
affection the privilege we all had in having
him as a colleague, as a fellow-member of
Parliament, and as a personal friend. He
was one who made no conscious effort to
make friends, but his spirit was such and
his attitude was such that he attracted
friends to him wherever he went and with
whomsoever he came in contact.

We regret very much his passing, and
particularly the sudden circumstances in
which his passing occurred. We will
always remember him with great affection
and with considerable gratitude. To his
widow and to the members of his family we
have 211 of us already conveyed direct
expressions of sympathy; and now, collec-
tively, as the members of the House, we
are in a position to record our sympathy
to Mrs. Rodoreda and to the members of
the family.

THE HON. D. BRAND (Greenough);:
I gladly support the motion moved by the
Premier and more gladly support the
sentiments which he expressed in moving
the motion. Rod was a man of very fixed

convictions. It was a pleasure indeed to
converse with him coutside the Chamber
when we had the advantage of his very
impartial views on many of the problems
which faced the outhack people of Aus-
tralia. If I recall rightly, Mr. Rodoreda
was a paymaster in the early days during
the construction of the Wongan line. From
there he went into the North country and
ultimately represented Pilbara as a mem-
ber in this House.

I associate those hehind me here with
my remarks when I say that we extend to
his widow and to his family our deepest
and very sincere sympathy in the sudden
and sad loss which they have experienced.
I am sure that each and every one of us
will miss Rod and the contributions which
he made to the debaies here. His remarks
were always of great interest. Whenever
he spoke, he commanded the attention of
the House, and in doing so he marked him-
self as a well respected member of the
Legislative Assembly of Western Australia.

THE HON. A, F. WATTS (Stirling):
Those of us who went to South Australia
with the parliamentary party in March
last were deeply grieved, shortly after our
arrival, to hear of the sudden and untimely
death of our late friend. This took place
just before he was due to join the party
in Adelaide, and as a consequence, the
blow was the more severe to his wife and
other relatives. We can judge that, from
the severity with which it fell upon those
who were with us on that journey.

I knew the late Mr. Rodoreda from the
time that I entered the House. He was a
man in whom one could repose confidence
and trust, and I deeply regret the fact
that he has passed from us so early. I
join with the other speakers in conveying
my own sympathy, and that of those
asspciated with me, fo his sorrowing widow
and family.

Question passed; members standing.

The Late Mv. J. H. Ackland, M.L.A.

THE PREMIER (the Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke—Northam): I move—

That this House desires to place on
its records its profound sense of the
loss sustained in the passing of the
late Mr. John Hugh Ackland, a mem-
ber of this House, and that an expres-
ston of the sincere sympathy of
members be conveyed to his widow and
family by Mr. Speaker.

It i5 certainly unfortunate that it is
necessary for two motions of this type to
require to be moved on the one day. That
fact is proof, I think, of the strain of public
life, and a certain proof that members of
Parliament do suffer considerable strain
and wear and tear in the service they give
to the public when they take positions in
this Parliament.
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We all acknowledge the tremendous
amount of work which the late Mr. Ackland
did, particularly for his own electorate.
If ever there was a member of Parliament
who was a slave to his electors, it was
Hughie Ackland.

I had the opportunity of visiting Wongan
Hills only recently for the purpose of
attending a public gathering there; and
expressions of appreciation covering the
services which he had given to the people
in that area, particularly, were heard on
all sides, as were, of course, expressions of
regret that he too should have passed away
s0 suddenly and in such tragic circum-
stances.

The late Mr. Ackland was certainly a
8 very colourful personality which applied
not only to his parliamentary career but
also to his activities before he entered
Parliament. I think his convictions were
equally as strong as those of the late Mr,
Rodoreda; and, as a result, he occasionally
became involved in clashes in this House,
and outside of it. But it can always be
said to his very great credit that once the
clash had concluded he came up smiling
and met his opponents in the controversy
on the most friendly terms possible,

I do not think it would be necessary to
say anything more about the very worth-
while qualities of the late Mr. Ackland
than to indicate that following his death
there appeared in the death notices in the
newspapers expressions of thanks and
gratitude and affection from a number of
schoolehildren in various centres in his
electorate. Whenever a man, whether he
is in public life or out of it, can win the
affection and gratitude of children, I think
it is about the greatest tribute which any
person can ever hope to win. We all very
much regret the passing of Mr. Ackland
and we desire to join together in conveying
very sincere expressions of sympathy to
his widow and the members of the family,

THE HON. D. BRAND (Greenough): I
join with the Premier and support him in
his expressions of sympathy to the widow
and members of the family of the late
Hugh Ackland. To say the least of it, he
was a colourful figure and one who will
be sadly missed in this Chamber. He
certainly had fixed ideas, and never hesi-
tated to express them here no matter how
intense the debate may have been at times;
but there was something in his personality
which attracted people to him and which
always finally created a friendly relation-
ship.

I share with the Premier the thought
that the successor to Hughie Ackland as
member for Moore will certainly have a
full-time job if he attempts to carry out
the programme of representation which
was carried out by Mr. Ackland during his
period as member for that district.

Although getting on in years, he was un-
tiring in his efforts on hehalf of individuals
within his electorate, and always found the
time to help in carrying the burden of
community efforts.

Latterly he lived in the metropolitan
area, but even there he interested himself
in church and other community activities.
That, I think, indicates the character of
the man and the community spirit which
prompted him originally to offer himself
for election as a member of Parliament,
I wish to express to Mrs. Ackland and
family our deepest sympathy in their very
sad and sudden loss.

THE HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling):
I and those associated with me, of course,
feel the loss of Mr. Ackland even more
intimately than perhaps other members of
this House do because for 11 years—and
I say this advisedly—he adorned the ranks
of this party, and on many occasions kept
us very much alive. He had a very fertile
and active mind and he worked extremely
hard, as the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition have said, not only in the
interests of his electorate and the State
but also in the interests, as he saw them,
of his colleagues in the party to which he
belonged.

He filled responsible positions in that
organisation with credit to himself and
satisfaction to us all. His death was
entirely unexpected. On the morning he
died he left us full of good cheer and
enthusiasm to do another job in his elec-
torate; and no doubt in doing it he died,
as he lived, in the service of his con-
stituents. I think that the longer time
passes the more will we realise that his
work for them was his main object in life.
I hope that the sorrow and burden that
must have so suddenly fallen upon his wife
and family will be relieved to what extent
it can by the blessing of divine providence.

MR. MAY (Collie}: I should like to
associate myself with the motion moved
by the Premier. I think the records of
Hansard will show that in this Chamber
I frequently crossed swords with the late
member for Moore; but outside of this
Chamber, Hughie Ackland and I were very
close friends. I, too, very much regret his”
passing, and he will be sadly missed in this
Chamber.

Question passed; members standing.

FEDERAL SENATE VACANCY.
Message.

The SPEAKER: I have received the
following Message from His Excellency the
Lieut.-Governor and Administrator:—

The Lieut-Governor and Adminis-
trator transmits to the Legislative
Assembly & copy of a despatch which
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he has received from the Hon. the
President of the Senate of the Com-
monwealth of Australia notifying that
a vacancy has occurred in the repre-
sentation of the State of Western
Australia in the sald Senate.

I have here a copy of a letter from the
President of the Senate to His Excellency
the Lieut.-Governor and Administrator,
which reads as follows:—

Parliament House, Canberra,
The Senste.

Your Excellency,

Pursuant to the provisions of Section
21 of the Commonwealth of Australia
Constitution, I have the honour to
notify Your Excellency that a vacancy
has happened in the representation of
the State of Western Australia in the
Senate, through the death of Senator
Harrie Stephen Seward which occurred
on the 23rd July, 1958.

1 have the honour to be,
Your Excellency's ocbedient servant,

(Sgd.) A. M. McMULLIN,
President of the Senate.

As to Joint Sitting.

The PREMIER: In pursuance of the
foregoing letter to His Excellency the
Lieut.-Governor, I move—

That Mr. Speaker be requested to
confer with the President of the Legis-
lative Council in order to flx a day
and place whereon and whereat the
Legislative Council and the Legislative
Assembly, sitting and voting together,
shall choose a person to hold the
place of the Senator whose place has
become vaecant.

Question put and passed.
Sitting suspended from 4.53 lo 4.55 p.m.

The SPEAKER: I have to announce that,
in pursuance of the resclution passed by
the Assembly, I consulted the President
and an agreement has been reached to hold
a sitting for the election of a senator in the
Council Chamber immediately. The sit-
ting is now suspended till the ringing of
the bells.

Sitting suspended from 4.56 to 5.3 p.m.

Vacancy Filled.

The SPEAKER: I have to report that at
the joint sitting of members of the two
Houses of Parliament held this afternoon,
in accordance with the requirements of the
Standing Orders, Mr. Thomas Charles
Drake-Brockman was duly elected as a
Senator in place of the late Senator Harrie
Stephen Seward.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.
OVERSEAS TRADE MISSION.
Cost of Incentives Offered.

1. The Hon. D, BRAND asked the Pre-
mier:

(1) Is it correct that the trade mission
led by the Deputy Premier at present over-
seas is offering incentives for industries to
come to Western Australia on the follow-
ing basis:—

Cash grants in certain conditions of
up to 20 per cent. of establishment
costs;

interest-free loans up to 10 years and
guaranteed additional loans if re-
quired;

free factory sites;

essential road, railway, water
power services to factories;

guaranteed housing for workers?

(2) Has any estimate been prepared of
the likely cost to the State in the event
of all or any of the firms approached de-
ciding to commence activities in Western
Australia?

(3) What provision has been made or
what funds are available in the event of
these incentives having to be met?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The preparation of an estimate
covering the likely cost to the State would
not be of any worth-while value., In any
event, no estimate could be prepared, as
sufficient information could not become
available until the firms in question had
developed at least preliminary estimates
of establishing costs and the like.

(3) Some provision will be made in the
current year's loan programme. Most of
the finanecial help to be made available by
the Government is likely to be reguired in
the financial year 1959-1960, and those
years which will succeed 1959-1860.

AGRICULTURAL SCIENTISTS.
Shortage and Contemplated Action.

2. Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

{1} Has any move been made in terms
of the report of the 23rd April, 1958, to
him by the Farmers’' Union of W.A. (Inc.)
concerning the shortage of agricultural
scientists and the need for appropriate
action by the Government to alleviate the
present shortage?

(2) If so, what are the details?

(3) If not, what action is contemplated,
and when?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Vacancies for professional officers
are constantly advertised and all suitable
applicants appointed. The number offer-
ing, however, is insufficient and the num-
ber of agricultural science and veierinary

and
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science cadets has therefore been increased.
This year, seven agricultural science and
three veterinary science cadets were ap-
pointed.

In terms of the report mentioned, the
programme of improved facilities and
amenities in both country and metropoli-
fan areas is within sight of completion.

(2) and (3) Answered by No. (1),

STATE LAND TAX.
Receipls.

3. Mr. BOVELL asked the Treasurer:

What amounis have heen received from
land tax during the financial year ended
the 30th June, 1958, from—

(a) city and metropolitan area;
(b) country towns;
(¢) improved agricultural land;
(d) unimproved rural land?
The TREASURER replied:
In view of the sliding secale now in
operation, it has been necessary to com-
pile new statistics. These are in course of

preparation and, when available, the in-
formation will e supplied.

CROWN LAND.
Project Areas.

4. Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Lands:

What are the acreages as at the 30th
June, 1958, of Crown land project areas
and in what districts are they situated in
relation to the following:—

(a) approved for wheat and sheep or
grazing;

(b) approved for dairying;

{c) under consideration for dairying;

(d) under consideration for wheat and
sheep or grazing?

The MINISTER replied:

Crown
Land
acres
(a) Many Peaks . 15,938
North Many Peak 40,158
South Stirling 62,317
Rocky Gully 66,454
Perillup 35,499
Gairdner River 317,152
Jerramungup 956,910
Corackerup 30,537
Eneabba 153,985
Denbarker 43,568
Bokerup 12,124
(h) Narrikup 5,534
‘Total 840,176
(c) Nil
(d» Nil

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT.

Number and Categories of Quistanding
Applications.

5. Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Lands:

How many applications for war service
land settlement farms are still outstanding
and what are their categories (i.e., wheat,
sheep, dairying, ete.)?

The MINISTER replied:

As at; the 30th June, 1958, brochures were
being sent to:—
274 applicants for wheat and sheep or
grazing farms.
14 applicants for dairy farms,

CROWN LAND,

Number of Applications Received,
Approved, ete.

S5A. Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister
for Lands:

How many applications have heen re-
ceived other than for war service land
settlement for Crown land for agricultural
development during each of the years 1950
to 1957, and of these applications how many
have been approved?

The MINISTER replied:

Applications for land (other than war
service land settlement scheme) received
and approved for the years 1950-1857 (in-
clusive) :—

Recelved, Approved.*
Year. No. ‘Year. No.
1850 ... ... ... 1,760 1950 ... ... ... LT0
1951 .. ... ... 2,269 1951 ... .. ... 2,308
1852 ., .. ... 2,102 W82 .. .. .. 2052
1953 ... ... ... 2,289 1853 ... ... .. 2028
1854 ... ... ... 2412 1954 ... ... ... 1,804
1955 ... ... ... 2,078 1955 ... ... .. 1,524
1958 ... ... ... 1,965 1958 ... ... ... 1288
057 ... 2,157 1957 . 1,157

* ‘These approvals may include applications
lodged during the previous year.

In some cases the number of applica-
tions received is not as great as the number
approved, due to a carry-over from the
previous year,

EDUCATION.

Government Policy on Pan System of
Sanitation.

6. Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) At what centres are schools still to
be forced to use the outmoded and un-
hygienic pan system as sanitary con-
vehienhces?

(2) Has the Government any policy con-
cerning conversion to septic tank system?

(3> If so, what are the details?
(4) If not, why not?
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) The following list shows schools
which have no septic installatlon; but of
these, many have not adequate water sup-
plies, so a septic system could not be in-

stalled.

Aldergyde.
Allanson
Alma,

Ardath
Augusta
Baldivis
Balkuling
Ballaying
Ballidu
Beacon
Beermullah
Benger

Bihre Lake
Bilbarin

Bindl Bindi
Boddalin
Bolgart
Borden
Bornholm
Boulder South
Bowes East
Boyup Brook {old sch.)
Bradleys
Bridgetown (old sch.)
Broad Arrow
Broomehill
Brunawick
Burekup
Burnbrae
Burracoppln
Cadoux
Callbro
Calingirl
Canning Mills
Carinyah
Carmel
Carnaervon Mission
Caron
Chadoora
Chowerup
Clifton

Coogee
Coolgardie
Coomberdale
Coonang
Coorow
Cowaramup
Cranbrook
Cue
Cundeelee
Dalwallinu
Dandalup North
Dardanup
Darkan
Denmark
Dooderding
Dowerln
Dowerin Lakes
Dumbleyung
Duraniiiin
Ejanding
Falrbridge
Ferguson Upper
Fitzroy Crossing

Maide Vale
Marribank Native
Marvel Loch
Meekatharra
Menzles
Merredin (old school)
Middlesex

Miling

Minnlvale

Moore Rlver Native
Moorine Rock
Morawa
Mornington Mills
Moulyinning

Mt. Barker

Mt Ida

Mt. Many Peakse
Mt, Margaret Mission
Mt. Monger
Mullalyup
Mundaring
Mundaring Welr
Mundijong
Muradup

Nabawa (old school)
Nanga Brook
Needllup
KNewdegate
Noggerup

No. 5 Pumping Stn.
Northampton
Northelifle
Nyabing

Nyamup

Oakford

Ogllvie

Oongerup

Onslow

Palgarup
Pantapin
Plawaning
Pickering Brook
Pindar

Pingaring
Pingrup

Pithars
Popanylnning
Port Hedland
Quindalup
Quindanning
Quinninup
Ravensthorpe
Rawlinna

Reid

East Rockingham
Rocky Gully
Roelands Misalon
Salmon Glums
Salt Rlver
Sandstone

Sandy Gully
Sawyers Velley
South Stirling
Stonevllle (8pecial)

Forest Grove
Forrestfield
Forrest River
Frankland River .,
Jigalong
Gabbin
Galena
Gillingarra
Gleneagle
Glenorchy
Gnowangerup
Greenbushes
Halg
Harrismith
Harvey {old school)
Herne RHIU
Hoffman Mill
Holyoake
Hopeland
Jandakot
Jardee
Jarrahdale
Jarranwood
Jingalup
KEsalannle
Earlgarin
Karragullen
Kendenup
Kentdale
Kerman Rock
Eirup
Kojonup (old sch.)
EKonnongorting
Eoorda
Eudardup
Kukerin
Eulin
Kununoppin
Kweds
Kwolyin
Lake Qrace
Lake Guelup
Lake King
Lake Varley
Lakewood
Latham
Laverton
Leonors
Lesmurdie

(2) The Government’s policy is to con-
vert to septic tank system if an adequate
water supply s available and when funds

are available.

Swan Upper
Swan West
Tambellup
Tenterden
Three Springa
Tingledale
Tinkurrin
Trayning
Treesville
Vaese
Walkaway
Walpole
Wannamal
Wandering
Wanneroo
Warburton Ranges
Waterico
Wattle Grove
Wellington Mllls
Wialki
Wickepin
Widgiemoolths
Wllga
Willlams
Willowdale
Wiluna
Woodanilling
Wubin
Wuraming
Wyalkatchem
Wyndham
Yallabatharra
Yallingup
Yandanooka
Yarloop
Yerlcoln
Yorkrakine -
Yorhup

Yuna
Waroona
Manjimup Quarters
Blndoon Quarters
Bencubbin
Deanmill
Huntley
Eondinln

Mt. Helensa
Nanoup
Pemberton

(3> and (4) Answered by No, (2.

Proposed New School Quarters at
Jarrahwood.

7. Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for

FEducation:

What is the position regarding proposed
new school quarters at Jarrahwood,
when will building operations commence?

The MINISTER replied:

The site has now been flnalised and it
is expected tenders will be called within

two months.

and
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BUSSELTON HOSPITAL.
Commencement of Additions.
8. Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Health:

When will the urgently needed addl-
tions to the Busselton hospital be com-
menced?

The MINISTER replied:

Tenders will be called within two or
three months.

RATLWAYS.

Duplication of Bug{mry-Picton Junction
ine.

8. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Railways:

(1) Has the Government Investigated
the question of the duplication of the
Bunbury-Picton Junction railway line?

(2) If so, is it the Government's inten-
tion to set funds aside in the near future
to commence such work?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied: s
1) Yes.

(2) No. Traffic density does not warrant
increasing the capacity of the section.

PRESTON RIVER.
Inspection of Levees.

10. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) Was a deparitmental inspection made
of the levees along the Preston River at
Picton Junction, Glen Iris and Leschenault
during the flood peak on the 27th July
Iast?

(2) If so, will he table the report on the
inspection?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Works) replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) A departmental report to the Direc-
tor of Works, together with assocliated
plans, can be viewed at the director’s office,

1 al

PORT HEDLAND JETTY.
Adequacy of Extensions.

11. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for the North-
Waest:

(1) Is the Government satisfied that
extensions to Port Hedland jetty, now in
progress, will be sufficient to meet the
requirements of future coastal and overseas
shipping likely to use that port?

(2) If berthing facilities are deemed to
be adequate, is consideration being given
to the deepening and widening of the
entrance to the port?

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE WEL-
FARE replied:

(1> The work in progress at Port Hed-
land is mainly the provision of a second
berth. There is no specific provision for
increased draft or length of vessels.

(2) Soundings and probings will be made
in the entrance to the port with a view to
assessing the problems involved in further
development. :

TRAFFIC.
Collection of Fees.

12. Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minis-
ter for Transport:

(1) Of the metropolitan traffic fees
collected by the Police Traffic Branch,
;vhat amoeunt was paid to police revenue
or—

(a) the year ended the 30th June,
1957,

(b) the year ended the 30th June,
19587

(2) What was the cost to the Police
Traffic Branch for collecting traffic fees
for—

(a) the year ended the 30th June,
1957;

(b) the year ended the 30th June,
19587

(3) How many personnel are employed
on the collection staff?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) (a) £85,157.
(b) £117,625.

(2) (a) £85,262
(b)> £87,063.

These figures do not include
maintenance and cost of build-
ings, plant and equipment, nor
payment for the proportion of
time which many police officers
are required to give to matters
pertaining to licensing of
vehicles.

(3) Eighty-two officers are employed on
the collection staff.

Fees Allocation.

13, Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

(1) What amount was received by the
Main Roads Depariment from the metro-
politan traffic fees (Traffic Act, section 4,
subsection (28) } under the heading “Re-
pairing” for the years ended the 30th
June—

(a) 1956;
(b) 1957;
(c) 19587

(2) Has there been an increase in the
amount received in 1958 over that of 1957?

(3) If so, what was the amount, to what
purposes was it put, and what were the
items and amounts, approximately, on
which it was spent?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Works) replied:

(1) (a) 1956—£50,000;
(b) 195%—£51,000;
(¢c) 1958—£95,750.

(2) Yes.

(3) The increase amounted to £44,750;
but owing to the manner in which the items
of the yearly programmes are grouped, the
purposes to which the increased amount
was put are more clearly shown by a com-
parison of the programmes for the years
ended the 30th June, 1957 and 1958, as
follows:—

TRAFFIC FEES—MAINTENANCE FUNDS
Sohedule 1056/57

Job 30407
Job 3008
Job 3009
Job 3100

Interest and Sinking Fund ...
Interest and Sinking Fund .
Interest snd Sinking Fuad .
Interest and Sinking Fund ... 261

7,396
Job 3000 Perth-GQuildford Road—
Qeneral maintenance and line marking 2,600
Drag seal surfacing Gordon Sireet to
Garratt Road, 1,900 ft. x 40 [t. wide 3,000
————— 5,500
Job 3001 Canning Highway—
General malpténance, line marking
and lighting Canning Brldge 5,000
Drﬁ seal surfacing Alston Street o
elville Parnde, I1M. x 40 ft. wide 10,000
—_— 15,000
Job 3002 Bemonl-York Road—
General maintenance and line marking

Job 30038 Fremanle Traffic Bridge—
Geperal mninbennnce, lme nmrl:lng
and lightlag 604

4,000

Job 3004 Perth-drmadale Road—
(leneral majotenance, llne marl:ing
and impro to sl -
Draluage at Gosnells ..

5,200
1,800

Job 3085 Perth Causeway—
General malnienance, line marking,

light! :md repalrs o weatern
gmrl;s 3,500

Job 3086 Stirling Highway—
General maintenance and line marking
Ding seal surfacing, Fremantle Trafc
Bridge to We].llugbon Slreet.-—Ad-
ditiona} funds

Total ...

2,000

6,000
£55,000
TRAFFIC FEES—MAINTENARXCE FUNDS
Schedule 1957/58
“Jotors ot Soelog Fund . d2

Interest and Sinking Fund ... 840
Interest and Sinking Fund ... 261

Job 8007
Job 3088
Jobh 3080

Job 8100
7,308

Job 3080 Peath-Guildford Road—
(General maintenance and llne marking 3,000
Job 3081 Canning Highway—
General malntenance, llne marking
and lightlog of Cnnnlng Bridge ...
Drag re-seal—Robert Streel to Can-
ning Bridge, 40 ft. wide ...
Drag re- seal—Money Street to Rome
Road ( orthern mrlngeway), 24 m
wide

5,304
3,400

12,854

Job 3002 Great Eastern Highway— £ £
General maintenance, line marklns

and gravel shouldering 7,000
Drainage . 5,400
Drag ré.seal—James Street, Guildford
(Northern carriageway), 50 f1. wide 1,100
Drag re-seal—Mathoura Streel to
Bushby Street, Midland Junctlon,
24 ft, wide ... 3,000
—e 16,500
Job 3003 Fremantle Traffic Bridge—
General maintenance and lighting ..., 2,000
Job 3004 Perth-Armadale Road—
@eneral maintepance, line marking,
gravel shouldering, drainage . 7,000
Renewal of decking of Cunnlng Brldge,
Gosnells - 4,600
Drag re-zeal—
Herhert. Street- Morley Street, 40 ft.
wide 8,100
Evelyn Street-Vera “Street, 241t.
wide e 2,250
Vera Street-13-85M,, 24ft. wide 10,850
—— 80,800
Job 3005 Perth Caugeway—
General maliolenance ... 2,000
Painting of girders ... e 2,000
Drag re-seal—
Armagh Street-Shepperton Road,
70 t. wide 2,200
Section between hrldges 80 fv. wide 2,800
Western approach, 60 ft. wide 1,700
Belmont link road, 40 ft. wide 1,750
12,450
Job 3006 Stirling Highway—
General molntenance and line marking 2,600
Rehabilitation of drainage at North
Fremantle .. 3,000
Drag re-seal—Alfred Hoad 6 Trafic
Bridge - 5,250
—_— 10,70
Total .... £05,750

LOAN REVENUE,
Financing Deficit.

14. The Hon. D. BRAND asked the
Treasurer: .

(1) What amount of last year's loan
money was used to finance the revenue
deficit of the year before (1856-57)?

(2) How much of that deficit remains to
be financed from this year's loan funds? .

(3) What part of last year's deficit of
£1,123,330 does he intend t¢ meet from
1858-59 loan funds?

(4) What amouni of interest has been
paid to date on loan funds used to meet
the deficits on State budgets?

The TREASURER, replied:

(1) and (2) In 1957-58, the 19556-56
adjusted deficit of £1,508,831 was funded
from loan funds. The adjusted deficit for
1956-57 will be met from loan funds In
1958-59. The amount required will not be
known until the final determination of
special grant for 1956-57 is made later this
year,
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(3) Last year's deficit of £1,123,330 will
be funded in 1959-60 after the final de-
termination of special grant for 1957-58 is
known.

(4) Owing to substantial changes in
financial policy and varying accounting
procedures, the total amount of interest
paid in earlier years is not readily avail-
able and would require extensive investiga-
tion, The amount of interest paid on loan
funds used for deficit funding during the
past ten years is £75,656.

ALBANY REGIONAL HOSPITAL.
System of Construction, elc.

15. The Hon. D. BRAND asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) What were the reasons which de-
cided the Government in favour of build-
ing the new Albany regional hospital by
the day labour system instead of by pri-
vate contract after the calling of tenders?

(2) Apart from the nurses’ quarters
what waork has been done on the actual
hospital building?

(3) How many workmen are at present
and will be employed on this work?

(4) How many workmen have been and
will be engaged from the Albany district?

(5) What preference is to be given, if
any, to local private industry for the sup-
ply of equipment and materials required
for the new hospital?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Works) replied:

(1) Government policy.

{2) The footings for the whole hospital
have been completed. Construction Iis
proceeding on the main hospital building.
Drainage lines are being laid.

(3) At present employed: 93. This will
gradually be increased to approximately
130.

(4) Of the 93 men now employed, 62
are from Albany. Further men will be
employed from the Albany district when
available, and when required.

(5) Local bricks are being used. Local
joiners' shops are manufacturing joinery,
and it is hoped to use roofing tiles of
local manufacture.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
“Koolama's” List to Starboard.

16. The Hon. D. BRAND asked the
Premier:

(1) In view of the noticeable list to
starboard of the new State ship “Koo-
lama” on arrival ai Premantle last Tues-
day, is he satisfied there is a sufficient
margin of safety when in a rough sea?

(2) Are any technical reports available
to the Government on the ship's hand-
ling on her maiden trip north?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes. The list occurred as a result
of pumping out hallast tanks, which would
not normally be pumped out before ar-
rival at Fremantle.

(2) Yes. Information is available from
which to assess the vessel's handling and
trimming c¢haracteristics under North-
West conditions,

GOVERNMENT AND SEMI-GOVERN-
MENT INSTRUMENTALITIES.

Printing Requiremenis.

17. The Hon. D. BRAND asked the
Premier:

Will he table a copy of the circular sent
to Government and semi-Government in-
strumentalities suggesting that all print-
ing requirements must in future be done
at the Government Printing Office and not
by the private printing industry?

The PREMIER replied:

Yes.
PENSIONS.
Effect of Amendments to Superannuation
Laws.

18. Mr. COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Government completed its
consideration of the effect upon some pen-
sioners of the amendments made by Par-
%iament last year to the superannuation
aws?

(2} If so, what further amendments are
proposed?

(3) If not, when is it expected that a
decision will be reached?

The PREMIER replied:

Amendments are now being drafted for
consideration by Cabinet.

UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF.
Administration and Basis of Payments.

1¢. Mr, COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Is the Government still paying
money by way of State unemployment
relief?

(2) If so, what is the basis of payment
and fenth‘,lermant and who administers the
relief?

(3> How much was spent for the year
ended the 30th June, 19587

{4) How much is proposed for the year
1958-59?

(5) Has there been a change in entitle-
ments and administration?

(8) Where and how does the State relief
fit into or complement the Commonwealth
Social Service benefits for unemployment?
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The PREMIER replied:
(1) Yes,

(2) 'The basis of payment is the following scale of monetary assistance:—

Age and Iovalid Unemployment and “A" Class “RB" Class Widows
Pensions Sickness Benefit Widows {Husband in Gaeol)
Non-
Wife Pension
Hus- Total Unem. | Total Widows] Total Widows| Total
C-W-D. pand (?l?l?d tncome| O VD! Benetit| zncome| © ¥ D-{ Pension| Tncome| & > | Pension Income
6. d | 8. d. | and. | 8.d | ad 8. d. 8 d s d 8. d s d. | a d 8. d g d | e d
1 87 6 17 6|65 082 @ %0 = 7% 0 67 6
2 87 813 0 7 6112 6120 0 (12 4 (92 6 |106 O {30 0|75 01056 0|97 6
8 20 0|87 646 G144 O |31 6 122 6 [154 0 |27 6 102 6130 0 {45 075 0120 O [112 @
4 25 0|97 6|40 61160 0|46 4 [122 0 (160 0|42 6 112 & (156 0160 0|25 0 |135 O (127 B
] 4 0107 8|46 6104 0|81 6 122 8 184 O |57 6 122 6 |180 O |75 0|75 0 [150 O 142 6
4 65 0117 6 |46 6218 0|76 64122 B 180 Q | 72 6 {132 8 {205 O |00 O |75 O [185 O (157 &
7 T0 0 [i27 8 |48 6 [244 O J 061 &4 {122 @ [214 O | 87 6 |142 & (230 O (105 O | %5 Q [1B0 O [172 @
8 |85 0137 8 |46 6 |2686 O (106 & 122 6 [220 O [102 6 |152 @8 (255 O (120 O | 75 O (195 O {187 6
O (200 O |147 6 [ 46 & {204 O (121 6 |122 O [244 0 {117 6 |162 @ (280 O 135 O |76 O {210 O 202 &
Scale to increase by 152, for each additional child,
Allowsble income 00s. p.w. when earned.
Allowable Income unearned 40s.
Foater children 353, p.w.
Lying-in rate—
353, p.w, before confinement,
453. p.w. after confinement.
Child earning up to £2 remains a unlt with no assessment.
Qver £2 p,w. and under £4 p.w. oot a unit and not asseased.
£4 p.w. and over not a unit and assessed— '
£4 assessed Bs.
£4 10s. nesessed 10s.
£5 assessed 15s.
£5 108, nssessed 20s.
£6 assessed 25s.
£6 10s. asgessed 30s,
Chlldren away from home not a unii but aciual contributlons assessed.
The entitlement fo relief de- There has been no change in
pends upon the means of entitlements of married units. There
the applicant and upon his has been no change in administra-

registration by Common- tion.

wealth Social Services for .
(6) (a) Commonwealth Social Ser-
unemployment beneflt. vices pays unemployment

The administration of relief is benefits to qualified persons
by the Minister for Child as follows:—
‘Welfare through the Child Adult single persons—
‘Welfare Department. £3 5s. 0d. per week,
£ s d Married couples—£5 125 6d.
(3) Married . 96,075 14 7 per week. )
Single 53,608 10 3 Married couples with one
Miscellaneous or more children—
(Rail Fares) 274 19 7 £6 2s. 6d. per week,
No payment is made for
149958 4 5 the first week following
_— registration,
£ (b) The Child Welfare Depart-
- ment augments those pay-
@ Shees 'S0 ments as follows:—
Miscellaneous (Rail Adult single persons by
Fares) 200 175. 6d. per week, giving
- 8 minimum income of
159,000 £4 2s. 6d.
— Married couples by 7s. 6d.
k, glving & minij-
(5) In January, 1957, the Child Wel- pes wee
fare Department commenced to mum income of £6.
augment Commonwealth Social Married couples with one
Services benefits paid to single child by 37s. 6d. per

unemployed persons. week, giving a minimum
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income of £14s.; plus 15s.
for each additional child
under 18 years and at-
tending school.

The Child Welfare Depart-
ment makes its payments
for first week following
registration.

Other income, children's
earnings and any bank
balance are taken into
account when assessing
Child Welfare assistance,

NARROWS BRIDGE.
Technical Problems, etc.

20. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) (a) Have all the technical prob-
lems of the Narrows bridge
construction which have delayed
the work been overcome?

(h) If not, what problems remain
to be resolved?

(2} What is the revised estimated open-
ing date?

(3) (a) Has an adjustment of the con-
tract price and other contract
condijtions been necessary he-
cause of delays and problems
that have been experienced?

(b) If so, what adjustments have
been necessary?

{¢) Who is responsible for the extra
cost, if any, of additional shifts
being worked on the bridge?

Have the delays and problems
experienced been within the con-
tractors' responsibilities or the
responstbility of the Govern-
ment?

If within Government respon-
sibility what is the estimated
extra cost arising therefrom?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Minister for Works) replied:

(1) (a) and (b) Yes.

(2) At this stage the date of opening has
not been determined.

(3) (a) and (b) Yes, Adjustments in
the contract price will be de-
termined as the contract is being
finalised.

(c) The working of a double shift
on a very limited part of the
contract was suggested by the
contractors as a measure to bring
this part of the work into
balance with the overall pro-
gress. The working of double
shifts will not add to the cost
of the project.

and (b) The degree of re-
sponsibility in respect to delays
and problems associated with

(4) (a)

(b}

(4) (a)

the construction has not yet
been assessed. It is expected that
this will be considered when
final claims for additions and
deductions associated with the
work are brought forward fto
the consultants,

KWINANA.
Erection of Factories by Government.

21. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) Is it correct that the Government
proposes to erect some factories at
Kwinana?

(2) If so, how many and of what size
and type?

(3) Is it intended that these factories
will be operated by private industry or are
they to be operated by Government trading
concerns?

(4) If they are to be occupied by private
industry, what is the nature of the ten-
ancy?

(5) Has all the projected space been let?

{(6) If not, how much is yet to be nego-
tiated?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Government proposes to erect
one factory at Kwinana, This is being
done in an endevour to develop an area
for light industry. With roads and services
available, it is hoped other industry will
follow. One application for an adjoining
block has been received.

(2) The factory is a small, normal type
of 1800 sq. ft.

(2) It is intended the factory will be
operated by private industry.

(4) The tenancy proposed is a lease with
option of purchase,

(5) and (6) All projected space has heen
commitéed, though not yet actually let.

LICENSING ACT.
Amending Legislation.

22, Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked
the Minister for Justice:

Is amending legislation contemplated
this session arising from the parliamentary
committee’s inquiry into the Licensing Act?

The MINISTER replied:

The commiitee's report is receiving con-
sideration by Cabinet,

OVERSEAS TRADE MISSION.

Reaction of Unfair Trading Act.

23. Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
(1) Is the trade mission correctly re-
ported in the “Sunday Times” dated the
6th July, 1958, as having told British

businessmen that the Unfair Trading Act
does not react against overseas firms?
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(2) If so, does this mean that the Gov-
ernment proposes to discriminate in the
legislation as between local, Eastermn States
and overseas firms?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) No official information is available
on this point.

{(2) No.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT TRUST.

Bus Take-over and Telegram from
Federal Treasurer.

1. The Hon. ). BRAND asked the Pre-
mier:

No doubt he has seen this evening’s issue
of the “Daily News" in which there appears
a report on the new bus move to the effect
that a telegram, which appeared to be
favourable in connection with this matter,
had been received from the Federal Treas-
urer. I would like the Premier to define
the words “appeared to be favourable.”

The PREMIER replied:

The details of the reply received from the
Federal Treasurer are being considered by
the appropriate officers—including Treas-
ury officers—and the members of the
Mefropolitan Passenger Transport Trust,
and they will report to me in the very near
future on the actual meaning of the various
pertions of the telegram. I was advised by
the member for Leederville, before the
House met this afternoon, that he would
be placing some questions on tomorrow's
Elomce paper in connection with this mat-

er.

Commencement of Bus Take-over.

2. Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister
for Transport:

In view of the Press report to the effect
that the way is now clear for the Metro-
politan Passenger Transport Trust to take
over private bus companies, will he in-
form the House when the take-over will
commence and, also, which companies will
be the first affected?

The MINISTER replied:

In regard to this matter, all I can say
is that earlier today I had a discussion
with Mr. Adams, the chairman of the
trust, and he indicated that next Satur-
day fortnight, or at midnight on the 30th
August, would be the date of the take-
over of the first three companies—the
Metro, the Beam and the Carlisle bus
services—and it is hoped that the take-
over of the balance of the eompanies will
be carried out as expeditiously as possible.

Amount of Compensation for Bus
Take-over.

3. Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Transport:

In regard (o the take-over of the first
three bus companies by the Metropolitan
Passenger Transport Trust, does the

answer that he has given to the member
for Mi. Lawley mean that the compensa-
tion figure has been agreed upon hetween
the Government and the three companies;
and, if so, what, approximately, is the
total figure?

The MINISTER replied:

In reply to this question—and this will
apply to many others that will no doubt
be asked during the session—it should
be emphasised that the trust is not a
Government department subject to minis-
terial control! and administration as Gov-
ernment departments normally are.

However, without any direct advice on
the matter, and because I do have oc-
casional talks with the chairman of the
trust, I think I can say that certain in-
vestigations and valuations had taken
place in anticipation of the trust being
able to commence operations on the 1st
of July this year and, accordingly. all
that is necessary are a few modifications
—bhased on stocks that have come in and
have gone out—making it a comparatively
simple matter for the take-over to oc-
cur. There would, no doubt, still be some
items of negotiation to be entered into
after the actual take-over, but no great
difficulty is anticipated in connection
with this initial move.

Mr. COURT: I take it, from the answer
to my previous question, that compensa-
tion has been agreed on in principle—I
refer to compensation as distinct from the
actual take-over—and only minor details
have to be finalised in connection with
that matter?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
cannot answer that question with any de-
gree of certainty. I think it might not
be a bad idea if members seeking inforrqa-
tion were to make approaches to the chair-
man of the trust in connection with it.
I want to repeat that, in conformity with
the expressed wish of Parliament and all
those members who addressed themselves
to the measure, this trust was not to he
regarded as just another Government de-
partment, and for that reason I am not
answering correspondence in connection
with the trust in the capacity of Minister
for Transport, but I shall pass the cor-
respondence on to the chairman of the
trust for his reply direct.

Mr. Court: He would be reluctant to
answer questions from members of the
Opposition.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: He
might be. If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition or any other member seeks
information, I shall submit the inquiry
to the chairman of the trust and naturally
leave entirely to him the nature and the
extent of the information he cares to give.
After all, members are aware that the
answers given to questions asked in this
House become public property. As the
trust is a business concern, the chairman
—and no doubt the trust itselff—may be
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reluctant to give ceriain information. If
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition cares
to place this question on the notice paper,
I shall submit it to the chairman of the
trust and we can see what comes forth.

PERTH MODERN SCHCOL.
Change of Name.

4. Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked
the Minister for Education:

Does his release to “The Sunday Times"
of the Press notice in regard to the future
of the Modern School constitute the con-
sidered answer that he promised to give
me if I placed on the notice paper my
opening-day question on this maitter?

The MINISTER replied:

Not necessarily. I might explain that
if the member for Cottesloe—I know he
did not mean to be discourteous—had
taken some ordinary precaution and had
given me a little advice in advance, I
would have been able to give him more
advice than I did

The hon, member asked me if the name
of the school was to be changed. The
member for Subiaco, in whose electorate
Perth Modern School is situated, and the
member for West Perth, whose electorate
adjoins the Subiaco electorate, had been
in touch with me in regard to this matter.
As those hon. members were asking for
information, I submiited the Press notice
in sufficient time for publication in “The
Sunday Times” last Sunday. As I have
already said, if the member for Cottesloe
had given me some prior information, I
would have given him an amplified reply.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You knew all
about it!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
might have done. But just because the
hon. member wanted to play to the gallery,
I was not prepared to give an impromptu
reply to a question asked regarding a
matter of this nature.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It was an insult
to my electorate.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is not in the hon. member's electorate; and
it is not likely to be called Cottesloe High
Schaool, either,

IRON ORE.
Availability of Original Market.

5. Mr. HEAL asked the Premier:

In the event of the Commonwealth
Government granting this State a licence
to export 1,000,000 tons of iron ore to
Japan, would he give this House some
indication whether the original market is
still available for this iron ore?

The PREMIER replied:

Yes, markets are still available in Japan
for iron ore. Unfortunately, the price is
not as good as it was when the Siate
Government first made application to the
Commonwealth Government for an export

licence. However, careful reinvestigation
of the total proposals to export 1,000,000
tons of iron ore and to establish large-scale
iron-ore industry activities in the South-
West have shown that, as a whole, the
proposals are still economically sound.

COAL.
Ezxport to Japan.

6. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Premier:

(1) Is he aware that at present there is
in Australia a Japanese mission investigat-
ing a proposal to expand the export of coal
to Japan?

(2) If so, has the Government, as yet,
made any approaches to that mission with
a view to exporting Collie coal to Japan?

(3) If approaches have been made,
through what sources were they made?

{(4) What are the present prospects of
exporting Collie coal to Japan?

(5) Could he, at this stage, indicate what
is to be the fo0.b. price of such exports?

The PREMIER replied:

The hon. member was good enough to
supply me with a copy of these questions
hefore the House met, and the answers are
as follows.—

(1} Yes.

(2) and (3) Arrangements have been
made for one member of the mission to
visit Western Australia, but not so much
in connection with coal as with regard to
other minerals.

(4) I am not in a position to express any
opinion as to the prospects of exporting
Collie coal to Japan. However, I would
think that the prospects would be very
small indeed—if not nil—because of the
fact that Collie coal does not possess the
keeping qualities which are possessed by
Newcastle coal.

(6} I am not in a position to know what
would be the f.o.b. price of any export
Collie coa! which might become a practical
proposition.

In addition, T can say that several
months ago there did appear to be some
prospect of exporting Collie coal to Japan.
At that time the member for Collie was
very active in the picture, and was also
actively associated with the efforts that
were being made by one of the coal mining
companies at Collie to obtain from Japan
an order for Collie coal. However, the
difficulty which I mentioned a few moments
ago regarding the keeping quality of Collie
coal caused those negotiations to fall by
the way.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES.

Appointment.

The SPEAKER: I desire to inform the
House that I have appointed Mr, Hearman,
Mr. Norton, and Mr. Heal to be Deputy
Chairmen of Committees for the session.
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SITTING DAYS AND HOURS,

The PREMIER: I move—

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch
of business on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days at 4.30 p.m., and on Thursdays
at 2.15 p.m., and shall sit until 6.15
pm, if necessary, and, if requisite,
from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

These are the same hours as we have
operated on during the last two sessions.
They have been found {o be generally
satisfactory and acceptable to members;
therefore, on the basis of that satisfactory
experience, it is thought that those hours
will again be aceeptable.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
Preceidence.

The PREMIER: ] move—

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all motions and Orders of
the Day.

For the benefit of new members of this
House, I would point out that this means
that on the two days mentioned Govern-
ment business shall have priority of con-
sideration; whereas, on the other sitting
day of each week—namely Wednesday—
private members’ business will have priority
of consideration up to certain limited
periods.

Question pul and passed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Premier, sessional
commitiees were appointed as follows:—

Library—The Spesker, Mr. Johnson
and Mr. Crommelin,
Standing Orders—The Speaker, the

Chairman of Committees, the Hon. J. B.
Sleeman, Mr. Nalder and My, Hearman.
Hcuse—The Speaker, Mr. May, Mr.
Lawrence, Mr. Roberts and Mr. W. A.
Manning.
Printing.—The  Speaker,
Hutchinson and Mr. Lapham.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 1), £21,000,000.
Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor and
Administrator received and read recom-
mending appropriation for the purposes of
the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Treasurer, resolved:

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable resolutions from the Com-
mittees of Supply and of Ways and
Means to be reporied and adopted on
the same day on which they shall
have passed those committees, and also

Mr. Ross

the passing of a Supply Bill through
all its stages in one day, and to enable
the business aforesaid to be entered
upon and dealt with before the
Address-in-reply is adopted. .

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Sewell in the Chair.

THE TREASURER (The Hon. A, R. G.
Hawke—Northam) [5.53): Before proceed-
ing to move the motion which is ap-
propriate at this stage, I would like to
offer you, Mr. Chairman, the congratula-
tions of members and supporters of the
Government on your appointment to the
very important position of Chairman of
Committees. We think that you deserve
this promotion because of the splendid
manner in which in previous sessions you
have carried out the duties which fell on
you as Deputy Chairman of Committees,
We have unbounded faith in your im-
partiality and also in your ability to carry
out the necessary duties with credit and
satisfaction to members of the Committee.
I move—

That there be granted to Her
Majesty on account of the services for
the year ending the 30th June, 1959,
a sum hot exceeding £21,000,000.

This amount of supply is needed to en-
able the Gavernment, first of all, to pay
for the normal services of the Government
which are financed during the month of
July and also during the expired days of
the present month of August; and further,
ta enabie the Government to continue
financing the services of the Government
until such time as the Budget is presented
to the House and approved by the House.

The amount sought on this cccasion is
exactly the same as the amount which was
sought at this time last year., The total
of £21,000,000 is made up as follows:—

£
Consolidated Revenue ... 15,000,000
General Loan Fund 4,000,000
Advance to Treasurer ... 2,000,000

I have already made reference to the fact
that the Budget Estimates will be brought
down later in the session. Every effort is
being made to bring the Budget Estimates
down early in the session in order that
members may have adequate opporfunity
of considering and debating them. The
only limiting factor now in preparing the
Budget and bringing it before the House
is the fact that the Grants Commission
has not yet made a decision as to the
amount of grant which it will recommend
to the Commonwealth Government to
make available to Western Australia for
the present financial year. As soon as
that decision has been made and com-
municated to this Governmeni by the
Federal Government, the Budget papers
will be finalised and introduced into the
House without any further delay.
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It might be appropriate for me to make
a brief reference io the actual financial
results of the last financial year in con-
nection with the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. The estimated deficit was £2,664,000
and the actual deficit £1,123,000. The
major factors in bringing about that fin-
ancial improvement were, firstly, an in-
crease of £315,000 by way of special Com-
monwealth assistance and an increase in
railway revenue over the estimate of
£299,000. There was also a reduction in
the estimated expenditure by the Railway
Department of £842,000 which, of course,
was a very important contribution to the
improved financial result as a whole in
connection with the Consolidated Revenue
Fund for the last financial year.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

In Commillee of Ways and Means.

The House resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of Ways and Means for raising the
Supply granted to Her Majesty. Mr. Sewell
in the Cheir.

THE TREASURER (The Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke—Northam) [6.011: I move—
That towards making good the Sup-
ply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1959, a sum not exceeding
£15,000,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, £4,000,000
from the General Loan Fund and
£2,000,000 from the Public Account.
Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the
adopted.

report

Bill Introduced.

In accordance with the foregoing re-
solutions, Bill introduced and read a first
time. !

Second Reading.

THE TREASURER (The Hon. A. R. G.

Hawke—Northam) [6.1]1: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time,
THE HON. D. BRAND (Greenough)
[63]1: As you know, Mr. Speaker, for

many years in this Parliament—particu-
jarly during the time when the member
for Stirling was Leader of the Opposition
here—not a great deal was said on the
Supply Bill. Members of the Opposition
were always co-operative to that extent.
It was not until the McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment took over that the then Leader
of the Opposition, Mr. Wise, set a pre-
cedent by claiming that this was an op-
portunity for all members to air their
grievances, and he proceeded to do so—
not that he had so many in those days;
not half as many as we have at the pre-
sent time. Therefore, because the op-
portunity is afforded us, I hope that all

members in Opposition, and Government
members too, will air their grievances be-
fore they grant to the Premier the
£21,000,000 that he has requested.

This, I suppose, might be considered to
be an approval by Parliament of an ad-
vance to the Government to cover the cost
of the administration, maintenance and
operation of Government departments,
ete., until the time when the Budget is
heing debated in this Chamber. I think it
is always a matter of relief for a Gov-
ernment, particularly when its margin is
narrow, to get supply through, because
without supply it is unable to carry on.

Before I proceed further, although we
have had two motions of condolence to-
day, I would like to make reference to
the passing of the late Harrie Seward
who, for many years, represented Pin-
gelly in the State Parliament, and, as
Minister for Railways, was a member of
the McLarty-Watts Government. The
late Senator conscientiously served his
electors and the State, and the Govern-
ment during the time he held office; and,
latterly, he conscientiously discharged his
duties as a representative of the Country
Party and as a Senator in the Federal
House. He was untiring in his work and
displayed great energy and interest right
up to the time of his passing. On behalf
of all the members of my party, and my-
self, I would like to pay a tribute to the
work he did, and to express sympathy to
his widow, his family and his relatives.

I also wish to offer my congratulations
to the two new members here. The mem-
ber for Warren is known by a phrase we
heard mentioned in the electorate of West
Perth at one stage. This phrase seemed
to be the election motto of one of the
g?ndidates—“Vobe for Joe, the Man You

now."

The other new member is the member
for Pilbara who was recently elected un-
opposed, I have been here only 12 years,
50 who am I to make any suggestions or
give advice to new members? There are
many peaple who are probably much bet-
ter qualified. The member for Fremantle,
for instance, as a result of his long experi-
ence both in Opposition and on the Gov-
ernment benches, and indeed as Speaker,
could probably give the new members
sounder advice than I could.

The Hon. J. B. Steeman: All right! I'll
have & word with them.

The Hon. D. BRAND: Whatever advice
the member for Fremantle gives, I .can
assure the two new members it will be
right down to earth and will probably
be associated with Fremantle or a cer-
tain bridge that it is proposed to build
over the river.

The Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Haven’t you
read the papers?

The Hon. D. BRAND: It has been said
that most hon. members come into Par-
liament—I think this was said by Dr.
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Earle Page of some members in the Fed-
eral House—on a pedestal; and that some
of them are wise enough to get down
themselves after a little while, but that
the others wait to be knocked down. That
is a matter that is up to hon. members.
I am sure that whatever hopes the new
members have in respect to putting for-
ward the affairs of their electorates in
this House and of working for them here,
they will achieve, because that is a mat-
ter for themselves.

The question of their making speeches
—+this is one of the most difficult things
that most of us have to do in this House
—is their affair; and just how fairly
they present their case is up to them, be-
cause it has been said that all members
are cut down to size after they have been
here a little while. I conclude this phase
of my speech by once again offering to
those two members the heartiest con-
gratulations on their election: and I hope
that though their experience will not be
a long one, it will be healthy and happy.

Mr. May: Fair enough.

The Hon. D. BRAND: We meet now for
the last session in the second Parliament
in the life of this Government, and I
should imagine—the Premier has not in-
timated this—that some time early in
the new year—I hope we do not get mixed
up with another Federal budget on that
oceasion—we will bhe going to the elec-
tors. It is a pity we could not go now,
because I am sure there would be sweep-
ing changes and we would find ourselves
on the other side of the House.

The Minister for Transport: Like Pil-
bara and Warren!

The Hon. D. BRAND: I had no doubt
that members would laugh, because that
is all they could do. There is not really
any stronger answer to the fact that the
State at this time is making very heavy
work in respect to the prablems which con-
cern us; and it is regrettable indeed that
Western Australia is looked on at this
stage as again being the Cinderella State
of the Commmonwealth.

Mr. May: You are starting electioneer-
ing early.

The Hon. D. BRAND: Not yet; but
along with the hon. member, I will be
doing so and I shall find myself in a much
happier position than he. I do not know
what lies ahead of us in Western Australia,
but it can be assumed that many economic
prohlems will face us. I cannot see how
the Government can obtain the necessary
capital and finance; and it is only capital
and finance which will provide the work
and employment which are needed to re-
vive the economy of the State and to re-
store a general state of prosperity.

At this stage I do not want to say a
great deal regarding the belated effort of
the Government to attract capital to West-
ern Australia, in competition with other
States. I say belated bhecause it cannot

be denied that it is certainly a very late
effort. However, we on this side hope
that the mission will be successful and
that it will bring capital to Western Aus-
tralia. I think I heard the Minister for
Education grunt. He of all people—

The Minister for Education: No; I did
not grunt!

The Hon, D, BRAND: —should like to
see money of some sort, because if we take
any hotice of the answers he has given of
recent years, he has never got any money
of any kind; and at one stage he was sign-
ing a great number of P.N.'s for work per-
farmed for his department.

Mr. Bovell: When funds are availahle.

The Hon. D. BRAND: That reminds me
that, as a matter of fact, he has adopted
a policy in respect to the installation of
septic tanks in country schools—I do not
think he has applied it to the metropoli-
tan area yet—of asking the parents and
citizens to share the cost of this work. To
this extent I, having one schoopl in particu-
lar in mind—Yuna—am grateful for the
approval given hy the department for
work to proceed, on the basis, of course,
of the parents and citizens’ association
doing about 50 per cent. of it.

I notice that reference was made in one
of the country papers to Moorine Rock. 1
do not know in whose electorate that is;
but once again we find an arrangement
whereby the Government is going to con-
tribute £50 a year, after borrowing £700
or £800, for the repayment of the money
required for the capital cost of the in-
stallation.

Mr. Nalder: He must have caught the
disease from the Minister for Health.

The Hon. D. BRAND: He possibly did.
It is unfortunately correct. But I just em-
phasise at this juncture that if it is abso-
lutely necessary to call upon the efforts—
and probably the personal contribution in
cash—of the people of the electorates he-
fore we can install the modern ¢convenience
of a septic tank, then it would appear that
the Government situation is a bad one and
our economy is in a poor way.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. D. BRAND: Before tea, I re-
ferred to the rather insolvent position of
the Education Department, inasmuch as
it eannot provide country schools with
septic tank systems and has called on the
local people—in most cases per medium
of the Parents and Citizens’ Association—
to do the work and thus subsidise what
people in the metropolitan area receive
for nothing. While we would not deny
city people any advantage they may have
in that regard, I am wondering how long
it will be hefore the Minister for Educa-
{ion extends a similar policy to the city
and, if he does so, how successful it will
be.
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Mr. Johnson: Don't you think the city
parents and citizens do anything?

The Hon, D. BRAND: I am mindful of
the great work that the parents and citi-
zens do, but I am speaking of the neces-
sity for the Education Department to.do
something. ©Of course, it is all a question
of finance; and, as I said earlier, Western
Australia has not enjoyed any inflow of
new capital during the last two or three
vears and we have depended largely on the
taxpayers of the Commonwealth to assist
us from time to time. We did have, two
years ago, a special grant of about
£2,000,000 to help us overcome our unem-
ployment difficulties; but as far as we can
see at present, the outlook is not at all
hopeful.

On opening day, in another place, the
Hon. P. J. 8. Wise, an ex-Premier of this
State, spoke on the problems of Common-
wealth-State relationships, and made
mention of the fact that, if we were really
to progress in solving this problem, we
would have to confer outside the influence
and atmosphere of politics. That was not
the first occasion on which that has been
said; but, nevertheless, it is unfortunately
only too true.

If we peruse newspaper cuttings of the
last three or four years we will see that
the Premier has indulged, on many occa-
sions, in criticism of the Commonwealth
for not providing this State with suffi-
cient money and, of course, he is not the
only Premier who has done that. In the
prosperous State of Victoria, Mr. Bolte
has complained, from time to time, that
Victoria does not receive & fair allocation
of the available money; and surely, since
1946 when the Loan Council Agreement
was arrived at, there have been such
changes, throughout the Commonwezlth,
that the time has arrived for a review of
the whole situation.

Some attempt has been made fo call the
States together, in conference with the
Commonwealth, in the hope of arriving at
a solution; but if we cast our minds bhack
to those occasions, we recall that they got
nowhere and, at the last Loan Council
meeting, the cut-up of the available
finance was on the same basis as had ap-
plied for a number of years previously. If
we must have more money, it is high time
that the Leader of our Government went
to the Premiers’' Conference and to the
Loan Council and really pressed our
claims for a review of the formula, on the
basis that we are not getting our fair
share of the money collected under the
uniform taxation scheme.

Mr. Andrew: Doesn’t he do that now?

The Hon. D. BRAND: No.

Mr. Andrew: I think you're wrong.

The Hon. D. BRAND: The Premier and
others have raised this issue, and we can

only gather our information from the
Press. 1 repeat that there has been no

indication that any real effort has been
mede by the Premier to have a review of
the formula under which the moneys are
distributed—whether tax reimbursements
or loan funds.

The Minister for Housing: Is there any-
thing wrong with the formula or is it
just the amount? I think it is the latter.

The Hon. D. BRAND: If the Govern-
ment is happy with the formula and is dis-
satisfled only with the amount of money
underwritten by the Commonwealth, be-
cause loan moneys are not available in
sufficient quantity to meet the loan re-
quirements of the Commonwealth, we
question whether the Commonwealth is
doing the right thing by the States. 1t
claims to be doing the right thing, just
as this Government would tell the Oppo-
sition and the people of this State that
it is doing all it can with the money avail-
able; that it is cutting costs; and that the
reason for its not having sufficient money
to meet the demands of the various de-
partments is that there is a limited amount
of cash available and that it will not go
around.

There may he criticisms—as I am sure
there will be as the session proceeds—
showing that the Government has heen
extravagant in that it might have cut
costs, and indicating where, by calling
tenders, it might have had jobs done more
cheaply. That criticism could possibly be
levelled at the Commonwealth also, al-
though it claims it is doing everything pos-
sible to keep down costs and that it is
distributing as much as it can possibly
afford, indicating, of course, that if there
is to be more money made available to the
States under this formula, heavier taxation
will be required,

1 was interested to read that during the
last Loan Council meeting, the Premier of
Victoria made the statemcnt that he was
going to set about having a review made
of the formula. The statement, dated the
Tth June, 1958, as it appeared in “The West
Australian.” was te the effect that other
Premiers have said that they voted against
Mr. Bolte, who sought a larger amount for
Victoria. because Victoria had financed its
budget deficits from loan funds. I do not
know whether our Premier voted; but, if
he did. he must have done so with his
tongue in his cheek.

The Treasurer: Nobody voted against
him.

The Hon. D. BRAND: The statement
has not been contradicted here, and I am
simply going by what I read in the Press,
as the Premier often does—

The Treasurer: It is most unreliable.

The Hon. D. BRAND: The Premier
should refer that to the boys in the Press
gallery. I am guoting from the Press; and,
for the purpose of argument, it appears
that the Premiers voted against Mr. Bolte
because he was doing exactly what we have
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been doing in this State for two or three
years, as indicated in a reply by the Pre-
mier {0 a question I asked him, because his
reply was to the effect that we have indeed
been financing the annual deficit of the
State from our loan funds, to the extent of
over £1,000,000. I raised that question only
because it seemed to be rather inconsis-
tent.,

The fact remains, however, that because
of the great changes that have taken place
in respect to industry and population
throughout the whole of the Common-
wealth, it might be as well, in spite of what
the Minister for Transport suggests, for
the Premiers to have a heart-to-heart talk
and for the whole basis of the distribution
of funds to be reviewed. It seems to me
that that would be worth while.

But I suggest that one of the reasons why
it could not be achieved is the opposing
policies of the main political groups in the
Federal House. The Labour Party is
pledged to unification, It states so in ifs
policy; and, in fact, it has pledged itself
towards achieving more control by the
central government, ultimately envisaging
that system of government, whilst the
Liberal and Country Parties are pledged to
uphold the Federal system,

The Treasurer: Why don’t they practise
it?

The Hon. D. BRAND: Whether they are
doing it to the extent they should is a
matter of opinion. It may be that we are
not doing everything possible o uphold the
autonomy and independence of the States
against the Federal system; but let us re-
member that while we support, or any State
Government supports uniform taxation,
there will always be the problem of the in-
trusion of the PFederal authority, and the
problem of the great influence the Com-
monwealth has on everything which is done
by the States.

Unless we can get away from the political
atmosphere and decide this question purely
on & national hasis, and in the interests of
the welfare and future of all the States, we
cannot hope for any reasonable solution, or
any change from the present position. I
think a suggestion was put forward recently
that the Premiers and the Leaders of the
Opposition should meet, with the Prime
Minister and Leader of the Opposition in
the Federal sphere, with a view to arriving
at some satisfactory conclusion. However,
there would still be the overriding issue of
politics and a sparring for political ad-
vantage in such a debate or conference.

At present, in the overall, we are a
reasonably prosperous nation; but it was
not in the same happy circumstances that
the present formula and the present fin-
ancial agreements were arrived at because
we in Western Australia, Tasmania and
South Australia—the c¢laimant States—
were finding that the then existing system
was preventing us from obtaining the capi-
tal necessary to develop and expand our

States as compared with what we know
as the standard States—Victoria, New
South Wales and Queensland, Victoria
has developed and grown since then. The
other States have done the same; and
we, too, for our part, have become a greater
force in the affairs of the Commonwealth.
But we still have a vast Commonwealth
problem—an immense problem—-which I
believe is heyond the capacity of the State
Government at present under the existing
financial arrangements.

Until the Premiers and the leaders in
the Commonwealth sphere are prepared to
meet at a round table conference and fopr-
get their political allegiance we will not
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion with
regard to our difficulties, Firstly, we have
to decide the question of the continuity of
uniform taxation, I believe that under the
existing system Western Australia is being
reasonably freated. Nevertheless, as has
been emphasised even in the Federal
sphere, if we are to continue the present
system of collecting income taxation, we
will always be in danger, as States, of
being superseded and overlorded by the
Commonwealth.

Mr. Johnson: Doesn’t that apply so long
as we have the issue of paper money from
a single government?

The Hon. D, BRAND: Unlike the mem-
ber for Leederville, I have not studied
economics, and I do not intend to go into
the question of paper money. I might add
that when the Premier, in answer to a
question of mine this evening, suggested
that the member for Leederville was going
to ask a couple of questions regarding the
position of the Metropolitan Passenger
Transport Trust, I wondered what he had
to do with it.

Nevertheless, he claiims to have studied
the problem of finance, and perhaps later
on he will get up and tell us something
about it. I would remind members that
each and every department of late—with
the exception of the State Housing Com-
mission, whose Minister has been very
liberally treated by the Commonwealth,
and who, when the Commonwealth did
not grant him the funds, took them as an
overdraft from the Treasurer—

The Treasurer: He has done a magnifi-
cent job.

The Hon. D. BRAND: He received a
magnificent sum; and I understand that
he was the only Minister who thought it
was not magnificent, because the funds
made available to other Ministers were
cut accordingly-—

The Treasurer: He did a magnificent
job with the money.

The Hon. D. BRAND: My word he did!
He has done a very good job. Recently
we had the report of a committee which
investigated the native problem in the
State. The main recommendation of that
committee was that some millions of
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pounds should be granted by the Common-
wenlth for the necessary work, I would
also refer members to the Minister for
Health who, when receiving a deputation
from the people of Victoria Park, said that
if the Commonwealth Government would
give us more money he would be able to
carry out the necessary sewerage and
drainage work, So each depariment is
making & claim for more money from the
Commonwealth.

I am not opposed to that; but it seems
to me that it is just so much talk, and we
will go on talking for ever and a day
unless we are prepared to arrive at and
abide by some decision which is made
with respect to the existing sltuation, and
not based on some agreement which was
made 12 or 13 years ago.

One other matter to which I desire to
refer, in regard to Commonwealth-State
relations, is the road grant which we re-
ceive from the Commonwealth. It cannot
be denied that Western Australia is hand-
somely treated as a result of the agree-
ment, and the time is fast approaching
when there must he a review. When we
went out of office, early in 1953, the Com-
monwealth allocation was £2,900,000; but
now it is about £7,225,000, or some colossal
sum such as that.

Mr. Potter: And it ought to be double
!;l;at, seeing what they gef from the motor-
ists.

The Hon. D. BRAND: I would have
thought that the hon., member would have
complained about that to the Minister for
Transport before he imposed the increased
vehicle tax some time ago.

Mr. Potter: That is only a minute sum.

The Minister for Transport: Chicken
feed.

The Hon. D. BRAND: It is the chicken
feed for which they make the bags.

The Minister for Transport: It goes to
the local authorities.

The Hon. D. BRAND: Nevertheless it is
a cost to the motorist. As I have already
said, we in this State are faring very well
because of the allocation of approximately
£7,000,000 to be spent on roads throughout
the State. I would merely like to remind
the House that as the matter is coming
up for review it is vital and essential to
see that our case is well aired in Common-
wealth circles, and to ensure the con-
tinuity of this rather liberal formula which
has been so helpful to us over the years,

The Treasurer: I think it is very im-
portant that we should not say things
which the Premier of Victoria might be
able to quote against us when that con-
ference takes place.

The Hon, D. BRAND: He might quote—
and indeed he has quoted-—a great many
things up to date. For instance, he has
quoted the Narrows bridge.

[31

The Premier:
to gquote us,

The Hon. D. BRAND: He could quote
us; because I would refer the House to the
fact that the Premier, as acting Minister
for Works, made a statement on what we
have been allocated and what a colossal
programme we were going to undertake.

The Treasurer: I did not say it was
handsome.

The Hon, D. BRAND: The Premier was
highlighting the great programme of pub-
lic works that was to be carried out with
it, and therefore it is six of one and halfi a
dozen of the other,

The Treasurer: That was fact,

The Hon, D. BRAND: If it was based on
the word “handsome,” I will leave it at
that. Nevertheless, it iz a large sum of
money and the Premier might well apply
himself to ensuring that this formula and
the basis for the azreement is carried on
when the Commonwealth Government next
decides to legislate.

The Minister for Justice: You would
not say that the formula js unfair against
the rest of Australia, or that Western
Afusi:;alia is getting too much money out
of it?

'fhe Hon. D. BRAND: Of course I do
not!

The Minister for Transport: That's
better!

The Hon. D. BRAND: I now want to
touch on a matter which is of interest to
us all; namely, the Metropolitan Passenger
‘Transport Trust. I do not suppose that
for many & long day any legislation has
aroused such public interest as did the
legislation that was introduced by the
Minister for ‘Transport last session for
the establishment of the Metropolitan
Passenger Transport Trust and the tak-
ing over by it of the services conducted
by the private bus companies.

Without going into the pros and cons of
the history of this matter, the fact remains
that the legislation passed through both
Houses of this Parliament and the Bill
became law. However, I feel sure that had
this House or another known the facts, or
heen in any doubt as to the availability
of the money that is necessary to carry
out this project, the legislation would never
have been rushed through Parliament as it
was. We passed this legislation last
session; and, even now, apart from the
appointment of a general manager and
members of the frust and—according to
what the Minister has told us tonight—
apart from some assessment of the assetls
for eompensation purposes, not a great
deal has been done—

He should not be able

The Minister for Transport: You'd be
surprised!
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The Hon. D. BRAND: —and, in fact, the
trust does not even own one bus. This is
because the Minister for Transport misled
the House with respect to the ability of the
Government to finance—

The Minister for Transport: Mr. Speaker,
I would ask for an unqualified withdrawal
of the statement that I misled the House.
If the Leader of the Opposition has any
doubts on the position, all he has to do is
to read the report of the select committee
that was made at that time. To suggest
that I misled the House is grossly
inaccurate.

The Hon. D. BRAND: I am always ready
to apologise if I have been unfair in the
House, Mr. Speaker.

The Minister for Transport: What are
you doing now?

The Hon. D. BRAND: I still feel that
the Minister for Transport misled the
House when this matier of appointments
and compensation and how it would be
financed was being discussed, because I
will guote from Hansard what the Minister
actually said. The member for Vasse, Mr,
Bovell, asked the Minister the following
question:—

Will permission from the Loan
Council be required for this transac-
tion?

The Minister for Transport replied—

I do not think so. In fact, I am
certain it will not be required. I do
not think there will be any difficulty
in that regard. Perhaps the member
for Vasse can consult his legal adviser
on that peoint, but I am prepared to
hack mine.

Mr. Bovell: And I was right!

The Minister for Transport: You were
not right!

The Hon. D. BRAND: Mr. Bovell went
on to say that it was not the legal adviser
but the financial adviser that would be
concerned in this case. He also said that
it was ¢reating something for nothing. The
Minister for Transport then went on to
say— .
The Minister for Transport: A
committee of three was responsible
for the preparation of this Bill. They
comprised the chairman of the Trans-
port Board, the Chief Parliamenftary
Draftsman and the Assistant Under
Treasurer, the latter having attended
Loan Council and Premiers’ meetings
and who holds a most responsible
position. I would therefore suggest
that those three men should khow
where they are going.

Mr. Bovell: Is there any precedent?

The Minister for Transport: I
hope there is not. If there is one
thing I like ahout Western Australian
politics, it is the fact that we can
pioneer a few ventures.

Mr. Bovell: This is not a party
political matter; it is a financial pro-
position.

I say that the Minister did mislead the
House because it was not until recently,
through a Press statement, that we realised
the Premier had discovered that he could
not issue debentures and honds without
the approval of the Loan Council; and so
he set about obtaining it in the usual way
by getiing in touch with the Pederal
Treasurer, and no doubt he also communi-
cated with the State members of the Loan
Council. Therefore, it was as a result of
his making a statement that the possibility
qf approval was favourable, that I gues-
tioned those words. In his reply the Pre-
mier was most guarded; and, at this
juncture, I would say that unless some-
thing has happened in the meantime we
are not certain that this approval is
foertheoming. If it is, it is all right, because
the House approved of it on that basis.

However, the Minister for Transport
assured the member for Vasse and the
other members of this House that the
issue of debentures as a means of com-
pensating the private bus companies was
in order; and he said, “In fact, I am certain
that it is.” Therefore, I do not feel that
I should withdraw my statement in indi-
cating that the Minister misled the House—
even if unknowingly he misled it—because
the greater part of the dehate was centred
around the problem as to how we would
finance the take-over of the private bus
companies. The financial aspect of the
whole matter was probed and debated in
this House. If the House, at that time,
had had any doubt whatscever on the
matter, it would have suggested that it
should be held over.

The Treasurer: The assurance that the
Minister gave the House was given bons
fide on the basis of the information sup-
plied to him by the officer concerned.

The Hon. D. BRAND: I said that he
might have unknowingly assured the House
in that regard; but unfortunately it be-
hoves the Minister to be careful on such
an important matter, because members
here knew that such a move was a depar-
ture from the principle of the Loan Councii
agreement and, if every State Government
could go on ad lib issuing debentures for
millions of pounds—and the Minister him-
self suggested that from £2,000,000 to
£2,500,000 would be involved and I question
whether he would do it for £2,000,000—I
think this matter would have been given
a much closer review.

However, at this juncture, having gone
so far, we on this side of the House are
justified in questioning what line the
Premier will take if, by chance, approval
cannot be obtained.

The Treasurer: Nobody Is objecting to
your doing that.
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The Hon. D. BRAND: No; but the Minis-
ter is frowning and intimating that I am
saying the wrong thing. It is a very clear-
cut case—

The Treasurer: You are not looking very
happy yourself.

The Hon. D. BRAND: —quite clear
enough to make the Treasurer hesitate
when he was answering a couple of
questions.

The Treasurer;
looking very happy.

The Hon, D. BRAND: I am quite
happy; but seeing we are so near an
election, and seeing that there was such
a public outcry about the take-over of
the private bus companies—

The Minister for Transport:
not.

The Hon. D. BRAND: Had the Mini-
ster travelled in the buses in the metro-
politan area at that time he would have
discovered, and if he did so0 even now, he
would find a feeling that it is a great
pity that the buses are being taken over
by the Governhment, because the people
prefer the service given them by privately-
owned transport.

The Minister for Transport:
bus company protested.

The Hon, D, BRAND: I am not talking
about the bus companies, but about the
people who ride on the buses.

The Minister for Transpart: If it were
not for this trust, half of them would be
out of business.

The Hon. D, BRAND: I am talking
ahout the people for whom the Minister’s
heart appears to bleed so much from time
to time—the people who must use these
buses. In the event of this approval not
being forthcoming—

The Minister for Transport:
come.

The Hon, D. BRAND: Has it?

The Minister for Transport: Yes; here
it is.

The Hon. D. BRAND: The Treasurer
should take whatever steps are necessary
to keep the private companies going and
allow the people of the*State to decide
whether it was a wise move after all. I
feel that tonight the Treasurer did not
feel justified in assuring the House that
the approval of the Loan Council was
forthcomirg.

The Minister for Transport:
kidding you along.

The Hon. D. BRAND: He does not kid
unless it suits him to do so. The Treas-
urer would have liked to give a clear-cut
case so that it would appear to his ad-
vantage in the Press. I think I have said
enough on the problem of the metropoli-
tan bus transport.

I said you were not

There was

Not one

But it has

He was

Before I sit down might I say that I
hope the difficulty that has developed be-
tween the two unions concerned will be
settled in such a way as to enable the
trust, if it is set up, and its members,
to run this transpor{ organisation as a
business concern. I hope they will not
be hampered by unnecessary -appeal boards
and the like; that they will be given the
same opportunities as have the private
business companies in the past—oppor-
tunities to hire and fire, to reward
efficiency ang interest in work by promo-
tions. For, no matter how we look at it,
if this transport trust has ever to meet
its obligations and balance its ledger, it
will require, from each and every one of
its employees, a fair day's work for a fair
day's pay.

I would like to conclude by saying how
much we all appreciate the improvements
made to this Chamber. Money has been
spent on improving its appearance and
repairing the seats. This was long over-
due, I am pleased to see that at last
a Government—

The Minister for Transport:
ernment.

The Hon. D. BRAND:. A Government.

The Minister for Transport: The Gov-
ernment.

The Hon. D. BRAND: 1 am pleased to
see that a Government has faced up to
the problem of doing something towards
the completion of Parliament House.

The Minister for Transport: What a
Government!

The Hon. D. BRAND: I have heard
that sentiment expressed differently by
other people, I would also ask the
Treasurer to see that the cost of the work
is kept to a minimum, and that he have
it done by contract as far as possible; be-
cause if it is to go on for a number of
years, a c¢olossal sum of money will be in-
volved, and the taxpayer would be justi-
filed in querying any large expenditure.
Nevertheless, it is a good thing to see
that Parliament House is to be completed
at last, and that ultimately it will have
the necessary accommodation and ap-
pointments we expect to find in the
Houses of Parliament of this State.

The Gov-

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [8.5]: I have no
doubt that before many weeks have passed
we will hear the Treasurer introducing
the Budget to this House. I trust he will
give us a more detailed account of the
Government’s financial activities in the
last 12 months, and also what it proposes
to do in the immediate future. Because
of that I do not desire to say very much
at this stage.

But there are a couple of points on which
I would like to comment, because I feel
they are of some urgency, and that it is
desirable that the Treasurer should make
some public announcement in connection
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with them. There are many indications
that for some time now business condi-
tions have been less buoyant in Western
Australia.

The Treasurer: And in America and in
the United Kingdom.

Mr. PERKINS: Yes; and in other parts
of the world. I do not propose to criti-
cise the Government particularly in that
respect. I merely wish to suggest some
measure which would help alleviate the
position in Western Australia. But so long
as the House accepts that that is the posi-
tion, my point will be made.

One of the reasons why Westeérn Aus-
tralin is particularly affected is that it is
mainly dependent on primary production;
and the fall in prices in some of our major
agricultural products, coupled with diffi-
cult seasonal conditions in some parts of
the State, have had an adverse effect on
business generally. Those of us who re-
present country areas see the effect of that
even more sharply than perhaps some of
the members representing metropolitan
electorates.

The first point with which I am con-
cerned is the cost of transport in areas
which have not been served by railways,
and which are dependent on road trans-
port in one form or another. These ser-
vices have been subsidised by the Govern-
ment through the Transport Board in the
past. The second point that concerns me
is the roaqd transport serving those areas
formerly served by the railways but where
railway services have now been discon-
tinued.

It so happens that the area I represent
has a considerable portion of territory
coming within that particular category.
Ever since the services were discontinued
on a number of country lines, I have been
pressing both the Minister for Transport
and the Minister for Railways to come out
and have a look at the conditions in some
of these country areas so affected. Unfor-
tunately the Minister for Transport at the
last moment was unable "te come aut,
though the Minister for Railways did agree
to have a look at the area of country
formerly served by the Lake Grace-Hyden
railway; and I am most grateful to him for
the interest he showed and for the very
thorough look he had around that district.

The reason for thinking that that area
should be examined first is not because
I have more regard for that portion of
my electorate than for any other part,
or for any other portion of the State.
I do consider that as the Hyden area is
farthest away from the port and has the
highest grain rate in the State, it is more
vitally affected by transport costs.

The Minister was very impressed with
the amount of development going on in
those districts. I hope that whatever re-
ports he makes to his colleagues in Cabinet
will give a true picture of both potential

developmeni, as well as the great produc-
tsion in that particular portion of the
tate.

At a subsequent meeting in Hyden the
Minister for Railways made a statement
that the Government would be willing to
reconsider the annual one-seventh reduc-
tion in the amount of subsidy on road
transport instituted in lieu of the railway
services formerly serving those districts;
also the reduced subsidy applying to road
services in the other districts which did not
have a railway at all, such as the dis-
trict I represent—the Lakes area and the
Ravensthorpe district.

The Hon. D. Brand: The Premier stated
during the last session that he would re-
consider the matter.

Mr, PERKINS: That is my reason for
speaking tonight. I think the Premier
should declare his Government’s policy in
this respect. There is no doubt in my mind
that unless the Government does its part
in preveniing further inecreases of costs
in these agricultural areas we shall see
a further reduction in agricultural pro-
duction in those portions of the State. All
members will realise the effect falling
prices of agricultural products and a re-
duction of primary production can have,
not only on those districts concerned, but
on the economic life of the State in
general.

Surely no responsible Government wants
to see that drift go further. I tell the
Premier quite seriously that settlers—par-
ticularly new settlers trying to develop new
properties in such areas—ecannot stand any
further increase of costs.

The position is that when rail services
were discontinued, for the first 12 months
road transport providing a service in lieu
thereof would convey heavy freight—grain
and super—at the same cost as had been
formerly charged by the Railway Depart-
ment. That does not apply exactly, be-
cause other costs have crept in. Up to
date there has not been any very sub-
stantial Increase in costs, although there
have been some. Now that 12 months have
elapsed since the discontinuance of those
railway services, there has heen a one-
seventh reduction in the subsidy: there-
fore, from the 1st July this year settlers
in those particular areas have had their
subsidies reduced by one-seventh, In the
other distriets, such as the Lakes and
Ravensthorpe, the interpretation of the
policy by the Transport Board was that
ane-seventh reduction should take place
from the 1st July last year, and a further
one-seventh reduction from the 1st July
this year.

I have checked up with the Transport
Board and discovered that a further one-
seventh reduction has taken place from the
ist July of this year. In districts like the
Lakes district and Ravensthorpe there
has been a two-sevenths reduction in the
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subsidy on road transport which operates
a service formerly provided on the same
basis as if it were a through service by
the Railways.

I cannot stress too strongly how serious
the position is to the settlers in those dis-
tricts. If the Premier, the Minister for
Transport and the Minister for Railways
have not considered the matter in detail
up to this point, I would suggest that
urgent thought be given to it as soon as
possible because if we get through an-
other harvest with a prosepct of still fur-
ther increases in cost, the developmental
and cropping programme in future years
will be affected. I hope the Premier, when
replying to this debate, wiil be ahle to
make some firm announcement, preferably
that the line is to be reopened or at least
the full subsidy retained. If he is unable
to do that I very seriously suggest that
he make an announcement as soon as pPos-
sible.

The other point I wish to raise relates
to assistance for new settlers developing
virgin land in the various agricultural dis-
tricts of the State. This is a subject on
which I have spoken on many occasions
in this House. I make no apologies for
referring to it again, because I consider
that. with the drop in wool prices
particularly, and the general increase in
costs, the position would be made more
and more difficult for the settlers.

The Treasurer will remember that I
introduced one or two deputations to him.
I have introduced deputations to other
Ministers and those deputations have ex-
plained in some detail the difficulties as-
sociated with the development of new land
anywhere in the Sate on a limited capital
at the present time. If the Treasurer and
his Ministers make some examination of
the costs of the war service land settlement
scheme, for instance, they will find, judg-
ing by the difficulties which that scheme
is finding in developing new land and
keeping development within reasonable
figures, that settlers trying to develop new
land with their own resources are having
a very trying time indeed.

It is galling to such settlers developing
new land with very limited resources to
see the lavish way in which money is spent
on some of the war service land settlement
projects. I do not say this in any critical
vein, but T do feel that possibly there will
be a very much bigger write-off of capital
expenditure involved in bringing those war
service land settlement properties down to
the true economic value when the settlers
finally take them over, than the public
realises. T would seriously suggest to the
member for Vasse that he have some
second thoughts before he advocates any-
thing in the nature of a civilian land
settlement scheme along the lines of the
war service land settlement scheme unless
the Government has very substantial loan
moneys available today to see it through.

Mr. Potter: He has in mind the Com-
monwealth footing the bill.

Mr. PERKINS: Whether the Common-
wealth faots the bill or whether the State
does 50, it comes out of the same pocket
in the long run, and that is the Australian
taxpayer’s pocket. We have heard it said,
from time to time, that irrespective of
what money is speni on developing our
countryside, very substantial losses are
made, but it does not matter, because we
have the development, and these sub-
stantial losses are justified.

All I can say in regard to that theory—
I am not commentiing on whether the
theory is a good one or whether it is a
bad one—is that if the Government has a
certain sum of loan moneys to waste, or
to write off—perhaps that is the proper
term—and that given sum will, by being
spent in a certain way, develop double the
acreage that could be developed by its being
spent another way, surely the former
scheme is twice as good as the other.
Further, if it is possible for the Govern-
ment to spend the money without losing
any substantial portion of it, that ought
to be a still hetter scheme.

What I have been suggesting to the Gov-
ernment for some considerable time is that
it should make use of machinery which is
already set up in this State. It was set
up by a Bill which was introduced by the
Hon. F. J. S. Wise when he was Premier
of this State, and it constituted the agency
section of the Rural and Industries Bank.

Mr. Bovell: He was Minister for Lands
then.

Mr. PERKINS: The member for Vasse
has mentioned that he was the Minister
for Lands at the time. That measure was
supported by members on both sides of
this House. As I have told members in
this Chamber before, if they will lock at
that particular measure they will find that
the agency section provides exactly the
same machinery as did the old Agri-
cultural Bank, which was responsible for
the development of a great deal of the
wheat belt areas in Western Australia.

I feel at a time like this that the Treas-
urer should be giving very serious con-
sideration indeed to finding funds from
some source in order to make them avail-
able to that particular department. As
far as I am aware, there had been prac-
tically no funds loaned through the agency
section of the Rural and Industries Bank
for the development of farms,

Mr, Hearman: About £50,000 over 25
years.

Mr. PERKINS: I think they were only
moneys repaid from old loan funds.

Mr. Hearman: I understand that about
£50,000 new money has been made avail-
able since 1935.

Mr, PERKINS: I did not realise it was
that much; but it is a very paltry sum.
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Mr: Evans: How many farmers patronise
the Rural and Industries Bank?

Mr, PERKINS;: Most of them. In every
district I would say that the patronage of
the R, & I. Bank iIs as strong as for the
other trading banks. I do not think there
is any doubt about that. The point is,
that £50,000—or even £100,000—is a very
paltry sum when one compares it with the
assistance given by the Government to
some branches of secondary industry. For
instance, it is a very paltry sum when one
compares it with the £3,000,000 with which
the Government has backed the firm of
Chamberlains,

I believe that in very many instances the
use of funds to support some of those
settlers who have committed very substan-
tial sums of their own, and who have got
so far with their development and are now
at a dead end, would be a better investment
than some of the other ways in which the
Government has allocated the moneys
available to it. I think any member repre-
senting a rural area will he able to quote
numerous instances of settlers who have
started off with some thousands of pounds
of their own, although in some cases it may
have been a lesser amount. However, I do
not know of an instance where men have
attempted to start with much less than
£1,000; and they have had some success up
to the present time in regard to the de-
velopment of their properties.

When conditions were very buoyant
several years ago, and wool prices were
high, and costs did not increase quite so
steeply as they have done in recent times,
it was possible for such settlers to take
some portion of the current earnings from
the property in order to do further capital
development. However, I think that most
people associated with primary industry
will agree with me when I say that it is
very difficulf for even well established
farmers to take very much out of current
production at the present time in order to
put it into capital development,

I think members can realise, without very
much imagination, just how difficult it
must be for new settlers who have so much
further developmental work to do on their
properties, and whose current production
is actually rather meagre because of the
fact that their properties are not fully
developed to find further moneys for that
necessary capital development,

In these circumstances, it is very neces-
sary for some financial institution to make
these capital moneys available for that
necessary development, particularly in the
case of fencing and of water supplies.
These are probably the two most urgent
requirements; but, of course, in some cases
further clearing and development of that
nature is necessary.

In vears gone by it was the policy of the
trading hanks to advance money on over-
draft without the expectation of having

such loans repaid for very considerable
periods of time. I think there would be
many instances where such loans were out-
standing for 20 or 25 years. I think I am
right in saying that it s now the policy of
the Central Bank that the banking institu-
tions. must not make advances which can-
not be repaid within a comparatively few
years.

I know from my discussions with man-
agers of hanks in regard to how things are
going in particular districts that they like
to see the money coming back within three
or four years if possible. In many in-
stances they prefer a shorter period than
that. I think it is quite obvious that in
these circumstances it is not sound to Jend
for capital development, such as fencing
and water supplies, which we know full
well, because with the other development
regquired on the property, it is unlikely
that such capital borrowings could he re-
paid for a period of 10, 15 or 20 or more
years.

Of course, the agency section of the
R. & I Bank provides the machinery for
Just that kind of lending. I well remem-
ber that, when the Banking Commission
was sitting in the 1930's, evidence was
given by the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation—of which I was an executive
member at that time—stressing the need
for some alterations to our banking sys-
tem and the development of something
akin to the mortgage bank which, I un-
derstand, is used for that sort of lend-
ing and borrowing in Eurepe. I think,
from memory, that the banking commis-
sion, in its report, made recommendations
encouraging that kind of financial set-up.

Be that as it may, we must deal with
the situation as it exists and it seems
that the agency section of the R. & I
Bank provides the machinery necessary
to cover this need, so long as it has suf-
ficient loan funds allocated to it to give
it the sinews of war. Once again, T stress
that need and tell the Premier that un-
less considerable assistance is made avail-
able to some of these men, who have com-
mitted their life savings in developing new
land, they will come to a dead stop and,
in many instances, may lose their pro-
perties altogether.

One man, who approached me recently,
had had £5,000, which he put into a
partly-developed preperty. Since then he
has done a considerable amount of devel-
opmental work and has put back into
further development all the money he
could take out of current production; yvet
now he finds himself unable to comply
with the terms of the contract of sale,
and the mortgagee could foreclose on
him at any time. If that happened he
would lose the £5000 that he has put
into the property, because it is in an area
where the rail service has been discon-
tinued and where there has been a fall
in land values. I do not think that at
auction the property would bring £5,000
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today and so the settler could lose all
the capital that he originally put into
the place, together with all the hard work
he has done since,

I have here a letter, of which the Min-
ister for Lands has no doubf seen the
original, from a number of settlers in the
King Rock area. They have taken up
new ground, some of which was fairly
heavily priced, because at that time the
railway was operating. Since then there
has been a fall in land values in that
area, due to uncertain prospects and the
uncertainty in relation to transport ser-
vices and so on, with the result that
these settlers are asking for an adjust-
ment of the land rents of their properties.
I sincerely hope that the Minister will
give serious consideration to their re-
quest.

I know, from personal experience, that
in a large number of cases the new set-
tlers are in serious difficulties. I could
quote a number of instances, also, where
men have already walked off their pro-
perties. I believe that in certain instances
these men started off with too little capital;
and if a man has committed himself to only
£500 or £600 in regard to a property and
then comes to a dead stop, it is easier for
him to walk off than if he were committed
to a much larger sum. Members might say
that such new settlers are taking too great
a risk in trying to develop new country
without sufficient financial backing.

Perhaps the Premier will forgive me
if I recount what happened at one depu-
tation—and I might add that the Premier
is never a very easy man to whom to take
a deputation. I do not suggest that he
is discourteous, or anything of that sort,
but he does not hesitate to probe what
he may think is any weak point.

Mr. Norton: You should not have weak
points in your case.

Mr. PERKINS: T think the Premier will
agree that in this instance the case pre-
sented was stronger than he thought it
was,

The Hon. L. Thorn: The member for
Roe said, "if the Premier thought there
were weaknesses.”’

Mr. PERKINS: Thank you! At this
deputation there were two settlers who,
in reply to the Premier’s questions, told
him that they had £4,000 when they went
on the land—they said they had about
5000 acres—and after considering the
matter for a moment the Premier said
‘Do you think £4,000 was sufficient money
with which to develop 4,000 or 5,000
acres?” One of the partners thought for
a moment and then said, “Well, Mr.
Premier, I am afraid it was not, I think
perhaps I should have had £10,000, but
if T had had £10,000 I would not be out
there living in the backblocks like a
blackfellow. I would have had one of
those nice little farms around Northam."”

That was a first-class reply, because
that is how many of our outer areas
have been developed, with the result that
what were once outer areas are now some
of the soundest farming districts in the
State. It is the men who have the initiative
and will to work, although perhaps they
have too little capital, and who have not
the opportunity to seitle in the older and
better developed districts, who are not
afraid to take risks and do a great deal of
hard work in order to get established in
new areas.

I am endeavouring to make it clear that
the Government should give such people-
the maximum possible support, because one
of the worst things that could happen to
the State would be to have a large num-
ber of abandoned farms, such as we have
had at various times in the past. It is
necessary to do everything possible to keep
down costs and to have a very careful
examination of transport costs in particu-
lar. I would like the Government to make
some announcement, following the state-
ment which the Minister for Railways
made at Hyden; and, in conclusion, I re-
peat that the question of capital moneys
for the agency section of the R. & I. Bank
is a most important one at this stage of
the State's development.

MR. WILD (Dale) i8.381: I take this
opportunity to bring before the Minister
for Labour the question of the rostered
petrol statiens and to ask him to honour
the undertaking that he gave this House
in 1956, when he first intrcduced the legis-
lation. On that occasion he said that the
roster system would be drawn up, and the
Automobile Chamber of Commeice would
be asked to submit proposals.

He said, further, “If I happen to be
Minister, I will want to see that every-
bady’s interests are being considered.” He
said the power to create these zones had
been given to the Automobile Chamber of
Commerce, which had to submit them to
him as Minister, for subsequent approval
by Executive Council; and I will tell the
House this evening that in the zone in
which I live—that wherein the electorate
of Dale is situated—there are two great
anomalies. If the Minister is prepared to
honour the undertaking that he gave he
will have a look at those two cases and
see that something is done to relieve the
two petrol station proprietors. from what
will be absolute extinction if the present
position is allowed to continue any lenger.

About three years ago, at the southern
end of my electorate, just outside of By-
foqq,_a man who, due to physical dis-
abilities, was forced to sell a property he
had at Moora, purchased a block of land
at the corner of Qakland and the Arma-
dale_-Bunbury roads, He erected a service
station and his good wife decided to oper-
ate a tearooms in conjunction with the
petrol station.

Mr. Norton: Was it a service station?
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Mr. WILD: Yes. Obviously the idea was
that he would look after the bowsers and
his good lady would look after the inner
man when people came there to be sup-
plied with petrol. He has been operating
for only three years but I would like to
tell the Minister exactly what has hap-
pened to that man since the introduction
of the amendment to the PFactories and
Shops Act.

In November of last year he was selling
approximately 800 to 1,000 galions of petrol
per week, and his good lady had increased
the takings at the teashop to approxi-
mately £50 or £60 a week, which gave them
a fair sort of living. Because of the intro-
duction of this amending legislation the
gallonage has slowly gone down until last
week it reached an all-time low of just
over 400 gallons; in addition, the takings
:g the tearcoms slipped last week to just

This man is in what is known as zone 5,
which extends from the Welshpool turnoff
right down to Byiord; he is almost at the
southern end of that particular zone. A
fortnight ago his turn came up as the
late rostered station; and in that week his
turnover increased to 1,547 gallons, which
means that for one week of the year his
turnover is approximately 1,000 gallons
above his normal gallonage. But what
will he do for the other 51 weeks of the
year in view of the fact that his gallonapge
dropped from approximately 1,000 gallons
to an all-time low of 400 gallons the week
before he was the rostered station?

Mr. Norton: What would that 1,000 gal-
lons return? Would it be £107?

Mr. WILD: I am afraid that I do not
know; but I understand that they get 3d.
or 3id. per gallon. If this man was able to
make a living on 800 to 1,000 gallons per
week, with his good lady taking something
in the vicinity of £50 per week in the cafe,
the possibilities of being able to make a
living by selling 400 gallons per week and
taking only £2, £3, or £4 a week in the
cafe, are nil; it would be a physical im-
possibility for him to make a living on
those figures.

Some few weeks ago—one Safurday
afternoon—he was visited by an inspector
of the Factories and Shops Department., It
so happened that at that particular
moment a man was bringing, on a trailer
attached to-his car, an engine to be re-
paired. Not knowing that this gentleman
was an inspector from the Factories and
Shops Department the service station pro-
prietor opened the large doors of the lub-
ritorium and, with the aid of the man, and
the assistant who came with him, they
took the engine off the trailer and pro-
ceeded to put it in the workshop at the
back of the lubritorium.

In the meantime the officer from the de-
partment went around and inspected the
bowsers and found that both of them were
locked. He then went up to the service
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station proprietor and warned him that
if he found the Iubritorium doors open
again, outside the rostered hours, he would
have to prosecute him; but he added that
as on this particular occasion both bowsers
were locked securely, he did not intend to
take any action.

The Hon. D, Brand : How good of him!

Mr. WILD: The wife of this service sta-
tion proprietor says that it is impossible to
keep the cafe open. Just imagine sitting
there all the week wanting to do business
and taking only £2 to £5 a week! As she
pointed out to me whenh I went to see her
the other day, people come in on a Satur-
day or Sunday afterncon wanting petrol,
but they are not allowed to give it to them.
What do these motorists do? Instead of
stopping and having a hot pie or a cup
of tea they just move on. I suggest to the
Minister that he have a look at this parti-
cular zone and make the boundaries nearer
to Armadale, because exactly the same
position is applying to anogther service
station on the Williams-rg.

This station, toc, was erected nearly
four years ago, approximately five miles
from Armadale, Since its inception, the
proprietor has heen largely dependent
for his business on people who travel up
from the south, and in particular those
men who are carting timber and bringing
cattle into the market, Most members who
have journeyed on that particular road
know that if they travel up from Albany, or
some Dplace near there, they are getting
short of petrol by the time they reach
Armadale.

Prior to the introduction of this amend-
ing legislation, this man was able to in-
crease his gallonage to approximately 11,000
gallons per month. I have with me
two of his involces; and one, dated the
22nd October, 1957—approximately six
weeks before the provisions of the amend-
ing legislation were gazetted—shows the
figures I have mentioned. But in July, his
gallonage was down to 5,400,

When this man made representations to
the Automobile Chamber of Commerce,
Mr. Harry, who went out {0 see him,

* blithely said to him, “Why don’t you put

up a lubritorium?” I think most mem-
bers here know this particular station and
how impossible it would be to make a lub-
ritorium pay. To my certain knowledge
only two houses can be seen from the
station. Yet this man was told that he
would get more business if he put up a lub-
ritorium! That is just too ludlcrous!

As I have said, his business has been
practically dependent on what{ we now
know as after hours trading. He told me
that last Sunday he had to refuse no fewer
than 57 people. He lives behind the ser-
vice station, and he says that he is being
continually knocked up by people asking
for petrol. I repeat that in this particular
zone these two men are suffering great
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hardship; and there is no doubt that if it
is allowed to continue, only one thing will
happen. Inevitably they will both have to
go out of business.

I made some play on the matter—and
I think some other hon. members on this
side of the House did too—when the origi-
nal Bill was before the House in 1956; and
also last yvear, when the Minister moved
his amendments to close the gaps in the
legislation to ensure that we were catering
for the motoring public. I know that the
Leader of the Country Party, and also the
member for Wagin on many occasions,
when travelling along fthat road, have
wanted to obtain petrgl at that service
station. Further, I know that at least
two hon. members in another place, who
represent the province, have found them-
selves out of petrol whilst travelling along
that road, but have still been denied their
right to get it from this particular service
station.

The Minister for Transport: Have you
ever found yourself out of beer at 9 o'clock
at night?

Mr., WILD: That is a tragic thing to
happen to one, too. I have quoted these
two cases, and there is no doubt that the
proprietors are suffering great hardshlp.
Apart from that, the motoring public is
being denied the facilities it should be
afforded. Here are two men who, as a
result of the petrol “zoning system, are
being forced out of business; and I appeal
to the Minister, in view of the undertaking
he gave when introducing this legislation,
to have a good look at the facts, I have
in my possession all the facts and figures
concerning the businesses conducted by
these two men from the date zoning came
into operation, and I am sure that unless
the Minister does something to assist them,
they will be out of business in the very
near future.

THE HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling)
[8.52]: When the member for Roe was
referring to the Rural & Industries Bank
a few minutes ago, hon. members opposite,
from the interjections they made. seemed
to me to appreciate the fact that the
Rural & Industries Bank was the direct
successor to the Agricultural Bank and
that, as a matter of fact, the Rural &
Industries Bank Act repealed the legisla-
tion governing the Agricultural Bank.

The Agricultural Bank of Western Aus-
tralia, from its inception something like
52 or 53 years ago, was for many years
primarily responsible for the beginning of
agricultural development In the outer
areas of Western Australia; and without
it—I think you will agree, Sir—it is very
questionable whether the agricultural de-
velopment and the primary production
that have been achieved in Western Aus-
tralia would ever have taken place. It
is true that, in later years, the Agriculiural
Bank deteriorated and ceased to become

the developmental organ that it was
originally intended to be—and, in fact for
many years was—and in consequence of
a variety of amendments that were moved
to the statute about that time, it became,
in many respects, somewhat unpopular.

However, in its earlier stages it had un-
questionably done much to develop West-
ern Australia; and the system by which
it developed this State was to advance
money to settlers on new land who had
no capital resources, provided they did
the work which was agreed upon between
them and the bank at the time of the
advance. For example, if 100 acres of
clearing was to cost £100, the bank would
make a substantial advance towards the
cost of that work which would enable the
settler to maintain himself and his family
while carrying it out.

Upon that basis the agricultural lands
of Western Australia were very largely
developed. So, when the Rural & Indus-
tries Bank Act was introduced by the Hon
F. J. 8. Wise when he was Minister for
Lands, and it took the place of the
Agricultural Bank legislation, it was quite
clear that the agency section of the Rural
& Industries Bank—as it was so called—
was, in its function, to be able to
take substantially the place of the Agri-
cultural Bank in the development of
further agricultural areas in Western
Australia.

It is no doubt true that probably, at
that time, it was not contemplated that
the cost of development would rise to
the extent that it subsequently did. No
doubt it made the problem of financing
such development—even on a limited
scale—much mare difficult than was
contemplated at the time the Act was
passed. Nor is there any doubt in my
mind that the gpportunities for the Rural
& Industries Bank, through that section
of its legislation, to assist in the develop-
ment of virgin country, have been severely
hampered because the bank has been
called upon to make extraordinary ad-
vances to other types of industry which,
while they made some contribution to-
wards the development of the State, did
not and could not make anything like the
contribution to the economy of Australia
as a whole that an expansion of rural
industry could and must do.

It was for that reason that I raised
the question here in 1955 of the excessive
advances which appeared to be put
through the Rural & Industries Bank to
Chamberlain Industries Pty. Ltd. I trust
that, as a result of the discussions that were
then set in train and following the report
which was subsequently made to the Gov-
ernment, advances to that organisation,
through the Rural & Industries Bank,
have ceased. If they have not. then the
problem of that institution, sufficiently
great though it was in regard to that
organisation, is going to be even greater.
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Of course, I am prepared to assume at
this stage, that its obligations are not to
be increased in that direction. If that
is so there should be some opportunity
given to the Rural & Industries Bank to
expand—to some degree at least—its
activities in regard to granting assistance
to these settlers who have been referred
to by the member for Roe and who are
anxious to develop agricultural property
from its virgin state.

These people, as I see them, are in an
immeasurably better position in most
cases—anyway, in the cases in which we
are interesied—than were the seitlers who
originally came here and who were
assisted by the Agricultural Bank, becauss
these people have capital resources which
they have spent in interim development.
Their only problem is that they cannot
finish the job without some further sub-
stantial assistance.

‘They atre in a position to offer security
with what has already been done with
their own resources; and as it is quite
apparent that Western Australia is still
erying out for agricultural development,
surely it is a matter of great moment that
the resources of this great banking institu-
tion—which was partly intended for the
purpose according to its legislation—
should be able to be directed to carry out
one of the functions which Parliament
understood it was to carry out when it
was created. That is the situation as I
see it. That is my chief complaint in re-
gard to the Rural & Industries Bank, It
has, as a result of circumstances which
I hope are now all over, heen deprived
of the opportunities to encourage sections
of industry which it ought to have en-
couraged.

‘There does not seem, at the moment,
‘any definite action being taken to reverse
that process; and I can only express the
hope that it will be, and implore the Gov-
-ernment to give serious consideration to
such action, so that that reversal of
process can take place, and this banking
“institution can resume the position which
I believe it was intended to take and which,
to some degree, it has taken, in the
development of agriculture in Western
Australia.

We have heard much about the financial
relationships between the Commonwealth
and the State I read with interest the
remarks attributed in another place to the
Hon. F. J. S. Wise. I do not think that we
have ever really brought this problem of
Commonwealth-State financial relation-
ships into proper focus. I do not think
we have properly inquired into the actual
relationship between the collections, say,
by the Commonwealth in Western Aus-
tralia of taxaiion derived from the people
of Western Australia, and the expenditure
by the Commonwealth in Western Aus-
tralia of the funds so derived.

It is true that there is far more spent
in Western Australia by the Common-
wealth than is represented by what it pays
directly and indirectly to the State Gov-
ernment, We cannot escape from the Iact
that Western Australia must receive,
through the due proportion of its citizens,
the benefits that are derived from social
benefits of one kind or another; a share
which it must have of the services given
by the Postmaster General's Department,
and in many other ways which, if one
looks through the whole gamut of Federal
activities, give the expenditure in Western
Australia by the Commonwealth of moneys
derived by it from the taxpayers.

But it is impossible, so far as I can find
out—and I have spent some little time on
this—to ascertain, with any degree of
accuracy, just what those various expendi-
tures are. What is the figure that is spent
in Western Australia on social services and
matters of that kind, faking into con-
sideration not only the actual grants to
individuals, but the salaries and emolu-
ments which must be paid to those civil
servants who administer the laws of this
State? And so we could go on.

But in addition to all that which, as I
have sald, cannot, so¢ far as I am con-
cerned, be accurately assessed, there are
two amounts which are directly returned
to this State by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. As the major item, I suppose,
we have the amounts made available
through the Grants Commission, because
Llhose are made under Section 96 of the
Constitution, and there is no drawback. We
are not asked to repay any of it, or refund
any of it or to pay interest on any of it. It
is a free grant to the State. Then there is
the very substantial sum, slowly increasing
year by year, which comes from uniform
taxation. There is also the Common-
wealth contribution to the sinking fund
on loans and the sundry items, all of
which are to be found in the statistical
section of the Treasury returns for the
yvear 1956-57, including the items I first
mentioned, totalling no less a figure than
£23,750,000.

On top of that—those were figures taken
into Consolidated Revenue—we have the
receipts taken into the Commonwealth on
various funds other than Consolidated
Revenue which, for the same year,
amounted to £18,869.000. So, for the year
1956-57 there was £41,000,000 derived
through those two separate sources for
expenditure in Western Australia, to which
we must add the unknown figures to which
I previously referred,

Before we can say either that we do
not get a fair return in Western Australia
from the Commonwealth collections, or
that we do, we must have the figures to
which I first referred in my remarks on
this subject; namely, those that are ex-
pended by the Commonwealth in Western
Australia on Western Australians, If we
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could add those figures to the figures that
we know already are actually paid to
Western Austiralia, and were able at the
same time to compare them with the
revenue derived by the Commonwealth
from Western Australia, we could arrive
at a fair answer to this question.

But without those details—and as I say,
I have not been able to find sufficient of
those details to enable me to work it out—
any one who either praises or criticises
the present financial returns to Western
Australia by the Commonwealth is doing
so, in my opinion, without the basic facts
which enable him to reach his conclusions.
And anybody who does that is, in my
opinion, looking for trouble.

Accordingly, I hope somebody will be
able to provide those details so that we
can arrive at a solution of this problem.
In the meantime I am not going to quibble
at a suggestion that discussion should take
place between the Commonwealth and the
States to approve the apportionment of
certain moneys, or to decide certain
questions, one of them having relation to
uniform taxation.

The Hon. D. Brand: They must have
those figures referred io, anyway.

The Hon. A. F. WATTS: 1 have no
objection to those discussions taking place,
hecause in the course of them we might
get our answer: I do not know. But the
situation in my mind regarding uniform
taxation is that it would be desirable pro-
vided we could achieve a formula, or under-
standing, which would make it clear where
the rights of the Commonwealth hegin and
end. When one discusses this question
with representatives of the Commonwealth,
they seem to want a situation where the
Commonwealth can assess any tax it likes,
and the State takes the difference, or what
is left.

That could produce an intolerable posi-
tion where the taxpayer might be asked
to pay 21s. in the £1. So as long as that
remains the point of view of certain people
in high places in the Commonwealth, it
is no wonder to me that State officials
do not look kindly on the suggestion for
the abolition of uniform taxation.

I think there must be a field of taxation,
income, or other if necessary, which could
be earmarked for the States and upon
which the Commonwealth would have no
rights at all. If that could be arrived
at on an equitable basis then I believe
it would be highly desirable that the
States should accept the responsibility for
imposing taxation on their own people and
for the opprobrium that occasionally results
therefrom, because the present system un-
questionably connotes, in my mind, sweet
unreasonableness. In other words, the
State Government has no responsibility.
It can criticise the Commonwealth if
things go wrong, but there is no one to

criticise the State Government because it
has not the responsibility to assess taxa-
tion except to a minor degree.

I am, of course, referring to major
items of taxation in this matter. It would
be better from many aspects if this prob-
lem could be solved; but it will not be
solved so long as there is no clear field
of taxation from which the Commonwealth
will withdraw, which the States will under-
take, and which will be free to the States
to enable them to calculate their annual
revenues.

I was very interested to observe in
answer to questions by the member for
Vasse regarding project areas in Western
Australia that of the tatal of 840,176 acres
which were mentioned in reply, 630,000
acres—or something over 75 per cent.—
were in the electorate of Stirling, I was
not unaware there was a very substantial
proportion in that area seeing that I re-
cently pranced over large parts of it, even
in the company of the Minister for Lands:
but it is amazing to discover that over
75 per cent, is in that particular area, and

much of it still in a state of partial de-
velopment,

It is no wonder that the demand for
expenditure on public works in that area
has been very considerable in recent times,
because one cannot place whole new settle-
ments of hundreds of people in areas which
were virtually uttinhabited before without
making substantial demands for these
amenities of at least an essentizl nature,
which are required in these times for the
functioning of any such community. Quite
obviou§]y that process in those areas is
not going {o cease.

When I see that the area classed as
Jerramungup is 56,910 acres, and the area
classed as Gairdner River is 317,000 acres,
I realise there will be at least two other
town sites wanted in the first; and in the
Gairdner area, at least two if mot three
as soon as the full tally of settlers is
reached, and that should not be longer than
15 months hence if my information is cor-
rect. That will no doubt involve another
three schools and the accompanying quar-
ters for head teachers, because these sett-
lers always succeed in producing at least
as many children as there are families of
settlers, and sometimes very many more.

So it is no wonder that I am frightfully
interested in the availability of funds for
essential services for this community:
and most concerned when I am continually
told—not as an individual, and I am not
referring to myself personally, but in the
precincts of this House—that so many of
these things are held up for lack of funds.

Mention was made, during the evening
of the absence of sewerage or septic tank
facilities at a great number of country
schools, Reference was made by the
Minister for Education to the fact that
where there were water supplies and
money they will be provided. According
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to a question he answered in this House
last session there were over 60 bplaces
where there were satisfactory water sup-
plies, but in none of those could provision
be made through lack of funds.

The Hon. D, Brand: He got tired of
only mentioning lack of money.

The Hon. A. F. WATTS: As I read it, the
question was directed to ascertain from the
hon. gentleman those that were approved so
far as the water gquestion was concerned
but held up for lack of finance, and there
were over 60 of them,

At the present time, so far as I am aware,
the situation is much the same. 'This is not
something to be looked at lightly. It
Is quite a serious matter; because, in the
hotter districts of this State, in many
cases the absence of proper sanitary facili-
ties must make some contribution to ill-
health, or at least to the discomfort of
the children concerned. The discomfort of
children in those areas is just as important
to members of this House, I take it, as the
discomfort of children here. I am as con-
cerned with the discomfort of children here
as I am with the discomfort of children
somewhere else, 1 am going to be quite
frank about that. I expect that mem-
bers of this House hold the same views
as I and do not like to see this condition
of discomfort or contribution to ill-health
anywhere at all.

There can be only one justification for
its prevailing elsewhere, and that is the
absznce of those facilities that are re-
quired, such as water, to enable thesz
better systems of sanitation to be put
into effect. I think I have already said
that in the instance I have in mind there
is no such deficiency, so it becomes 2a
question of funds.

I noticed that, in answer to a question
today, the Premier referred to cash grants
that can be made on certain conditions for
industries, interest-free loans up to 10
years, free factory sites, ete. Far he it
from me to suggest that industry should
not be encouraged in Western Australia.
I am not without consideration of the
fact that the very people to whom I re-
ferred have youngsters who must in many
cases be found employment, and that in-
dustry is one of the means by which they
can be found employment. Therefore
I am unprepared to attack any programnme
which provides reasonable assistance to-
wards better development of industry.

Buf at the same time I am prepared
to criticise that programme, and prepared
to criticise it strongly when it says in the
same breath, “I have no money at all for
these facilities which are essential for the
hetterment and better health of the child-
ren of this State.” The two things cannot
go torether.

Mr. Potter: Have they these facilities in
their private homes?

The Hon. A. F. WATTS: What have their
private homes to do with it?

Mr. Potter: They live most of the time
in their private homes.

The Hon. A. F. WATTS: When the hon.
member knows something of what he is
talking about I will listen.

Mr. Potter: I know all about it.

The Hon. A, F. WATTS: The hon. mem-
ber knows nothing at all. Sherlock Holmes
would he required to find out.

Mr. Potter: Seventy-~five per cent of the
private homes have not this facility; so
why criticise the Government on this par-
ticular issue?

The Hon. A. F. WATTS: 1 have already
referred the hon. gentleman to Sherlock
Holmes.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Sherlock Geovge.

The Hon. A. F', WATTS: Despite the mem-
ber for Subiaco, I think I have made my
views plain on the subject, and I shall
resume the rest of my grievances on the
Address-in-Repnly.

MR. CROMMELIN (Claremont) [9.21]:
I would like to take the opportunity during
the debate on this Bill to speak on behalf
of local governments, councils and road
hoards in the metropolitan area in regard
to the results of the passage of legislation.
T suppose one could say that over a period
of years most of the legislation which has
been brought before members, debated.
and passed, has been sincerely and honestly
considered, and with the expectation that
the hoped-for result would be achieved
through that legislation.

However, year after year we find that
nearly all legislation has to be amended
for different reasons, and because times
are changing.

The point on which I want to speak
concerns the revenue received by local
authorities from metropolitan traffic fees.
Some members of this House serve on
councils and read hoards, and I am certain
that every member takes an interest in
them in the course of his parliamentary
duties. In any case, he is a ratepaver of
one or other of them; and therefore he
must be, to some extent, financially
interested.

The revenue of all of these municipalities
or road boards is derived from the levying
of rates in their districts, through the
aliocation of traffic fees, and by the raising
of loans. It would be fair comment to say
that very few road boards could maintain
their roads and footpaths out of the
revenue they receive from rates. Indeed,
most of this financing is done by the
raising of loans; and I think thai mast
members of the House would agree with
me that, apart from roads and footpaths,
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the whole of the metropolitan area is badly
neglected, especially the main roads, where
there is need for better street lighting.

I know numerous bodies have been aware
for some time that their lighting is far
below par, but to bring it up to a satis-
factory standard—up to present-day stan-
dards—is something which is far beyond
their finances. It is fairly evident that
over the last few years the costs to all local
authorities have been rising in ways which
are not under their direct control.

Mr. Hearman: It is the ratepayers who
have been rising.

Mr, CROMMELIN: That is quite correct.
However, a lot of the costs are incurred by
automatic adjustments to the basic wage,
increased costs of materials, and increased
costs in the purchase of road-making
machinery, etc. I feel that the time has
come when a fairer approach should be
made to the question of allocating traffic
fees.

Firstly, I would like to explain to the
House by what process the traffic fees
received in the metropolitan area are dealt
with before they get to the local authorities,
and then come back to comment on some
of the effects of recent legislation. Accord-
ing to the report of a committee appointed
by the Local Government Association to
inquire into the allocation of motor vehicle
licence fees, the metropolitan traffic fees
are collected by the Traffic Branch and
there is a charge of 10 per cent. taken by
the Traffic Department. A small amount
is charged annually by the Public Works
Department for administration costs, and
223 per cent. of the balance, up to a maxi-
mum of £70,000, is paid to the Treasury as
miscellaneous revenue in part recoup of
servicing charges of loan funds expended
on roads; that is, interest, sinking fund
and exchanges.

It should be pointed out that although
it appears that the Treasury is receiving
only £70,000 from traffic fees this is not
the maximum amount which is payable
from those funds; for a further section of
the Main Roads (Funds Appropriation)
Act authorises the Treasury to pay this
£70,000 to the Main Roads Contribution
Trust Account to be expended in the man-
ner outlined in that report, and that sec-
tion of the Act also sets out anything in
excess of £70,000 is to be paid into the
Main Roads Contribution Trust for the
cost of and improvement of main roads
and hridges.

Furthermore, the Main Roads Depart-
ment can also expend funds received under
the section referring to the dishursement
of the 224 per cent. and also those moneys
allotted for the provision, construction,
reconstruction, improvement and mainten-
ance of any other road or bridge in the
metropolitan area.

The next item deducted is an amount of
£40,000, which can be speni in any one
vear and can be authorised by the Minister
for Local Government for the provision
and maintenance of traffic lights in the
metropolitan area. The next amount taken
out is the cost of repairing certain roads.
These are specified as the Fremantle traffic
bridge, and Perth Causeway, Stirling High-
way, Guildford-rd., Great Eastern High-
way, Canning Highway (between the
eastern boundary of East Fremantle Muni-
cipality and the Causeway) and Albany
Highway.

Also charged against this item is an
amount of £7,396, being interest and sink-
ing fund on one half of the original cost
of constructing main roads financed by
general loan funds. These loans commence
to expire in six years and will all be
cleared in eight years. The amount un-
expended from this first half is then added
to the second half and is in total to be
paid to the metropolitan local authorities
and to the King's Park Board, with the
folowing exceptions: That a sum of half
the figure by which the total expenditure
exceeds this amount distributed to the
local authorities for the year ending pre-
viously for a period of 10 years will be paid
to the Main Roards Department, for de-
fraying costs in connection with the taking
and preparation of land and providing and
developing reads connected with the Nar-
rows bridge, or other roads associated with
the metropotitan regional plan, That,
briefly, is the method of distribution of
traffic fees in the metropolitan area.

Let us g0 back and see what happens.
Firstly, it could be assumed that some years
ago, when they were endeavouring to seek
a fairly simple formula for the Police De-
partment, they considered that the amount
of 10 per cent, for collecting the trafiic fees
was fair and reasonable. In the year
ended June the 30th, 1956, the amount col-
lected for traffic fees was £636,464, and as
commission for collecting that sum the
Police Department received £68,919. In
1957 the traffic fees collected amounted to
£801,235 and the Police Department re-
ceived £73,992, plus £11,000 commission
which they had not collected. In the
figures given to me today, as to the end
of June last, the amount of traffic fees
collected had risen to £1,247,565.

In other words, the amount collected in
traffic fees has risen, in the last two years,
from £636,000 to nearly £1,250,000. The
reason for this terrific increase, of course,
is the increase in licence fees. Out of this
amount, for the year 1958 the Police De-
partment received £128,990 as the fee for
collecting the money. Now let us see what
happened to the local authorities.

In 1956, cut of £636,464 of traffic fees, the
net amount received by the loecal author-
ities was £368,410, representing 58 per cent.
of the iotal collection of traffic fees. In
1957, out of £801,235 collected, the local
authorities received £404,221, or 50 per
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cent; so from 1956 to 1957 the percentage
received by the local authorities dropped
from 58 per cent. to 50 per cent. This year,
until the end of June, with traffic fees
amounting to £1,247,565, the local author-
ities are to receive £478,559, which repre-
sents 38 per cent., so in the short period of
two years the percentage allocated to them
has dropped by 20 per cent., from 58 per
cent. to 38 per cent,

It is admitted that the amount of money
that they have recejved is going up fairly
considerably. Prom 1957 to 1958 the al-
location has risen by £74,000, but what has
happened to the Police Department? Its
allocation in the same period of one year
has risen by 50 per cent. from £73,000 to
£128,000—practically as much as the local
authorities received in total—

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Have the local
government authorities represented the
percentage loss to the Government?

Mr. CROMMELIN: No, not yet; but 1
believe it is their intention to have a
deputation, in order to see whether some-
thing can be done to put the allocation of
funds on a more reasonable basis. At
present I am quoting figures from the re-
sults they achieved after a great deal of
study.

Reverting to the Police Department, we
find that the cost of running the traffic
branch administration for 1956 was
£281,000 and for 1957 it was £288,500.
What did the Police Department get for
that? In 1956, from drivers’ licences alone,
that department received £101,000, from
traffic fines £121,000, and as commission
for their collections, £80,000 or £300,000
from traffic fees, fines and drivers’ and
vehicle licences alone. That is nearly the
entire cost of running that branch.

In reply to a question by the member for
Beeloo in 1956, the Minister indicated
that, in addition to receiving these amounts
of money, the traffic branch received
weighbridge fees, sums from the heavy
haulage section from the Main Roads De-
partment, and fines and costs received by
the Crown Law Department, together with
the commissions from the metrepolitan
traffic fees which I have just quoted.

It will be realised that this tremendous
increase in revenue to the Police Depart-
ment has been brought about principally
hy the increase in vehicle licence fees, and
I feel that the local authorities are suffer-
ing great loss because of these anomalies.
If the local governing bodies seek a deputa-
tion, I hope the Government will appreciate
the fairness of the arguments put forward.

Another tremendous item which affects
the distribution is that clause which states
that out of the first half, as I previously
said, the money can be used for repair-
ing these specified roads. It is very diffi-
cult to differentiate between the cost of
repairing and the cost of improving. In
reply to a question asked today I was told

that the sum spent on repairing over the
last two years was £61,000 in 1857 and
£95,750 in 1958, an increase of approxi-
mately £45,000. This money has heen
utilised under the heading of "Repairing"”
and on leoking down the list in the sche-
dule, which was forwarded with the reply
to the question, the big increase appears
to me to be attributable to the Perth-
Armadale road. In 1957, £7,000 was spent
on this road and this year £30,000 was
spent on it.

Among the items enumerated was gen-
eral maintenance, line marking, etc., £7.000
and renewal of the decking of the Can-
ning Bridge. I think it is drawing a very
fine line to say that the redecking of &
bridge is the repairing of a road. I would
have thought that there would he a differ-
ence between a bridge and a road.

Mr. Hearman: ‘They widened that
bridge quite appreciably.

Mr. CROMMELIN: But I do not think
that widening a bridge is the same as re-
pairing a road; I would say that the
widening of a bridge would come under
the heading of “Improving.” Those are
things which are difficlt to reconcile, and
it is hard to differentiate between improv-
ing and repairing. As regards resealing
I would say that that is a repair job. I
shall not weary hon. members by reading
all the items, hut I want to point out how
difficult it is to understand.

Getting back to the cost of collections
carried out by the Police Department, I
would remind hon. members that third
party vehicle insurance is also collected in
conjunction with licence fees, and last year
a question was asked in the House as to
the cost of collecting third party insur-
ance. The reply was that for the year
1958 the cost was £2,100 and for the year
1957 it was £2,200. For this fee of £2,100
the department collected a sum of £688,000
in third party insurance, whereas on s
sum of £801,000, which was collected in
traffic fees, the charge by the Police De-
partment was £74,000 in round figures;
therefore in the collection of a somewhat
similar amount of money there was an in-
crease in fees of £72,000 approximately.
That surely indicates that the whole sys-
tem requires revision and some considera-
tion should be given to adopting a simpler
method of collection.

I feel certain that the local authorities
would he satisfied if consideration were
given, after the traffic fees had been col-
lected by the Police Department and 10
per cent. allocated to that department for
the collection, to dividing the remainder
into two, the Government taking 50 per
cent. and the local authorities the other
50 per cent. In that way a great deal of
unnecessary accounting work would be cut
out, with benefit to the Government, and
the amount received by the local authori-
tHes, glthough it would be a little greater
than they are getting at the moment,
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would make little difference to the Govern-
ment. I feel certain that that point is
worthy of serious consideration when and
if a deputation approaches the Govern-
ment in regard to it.

One other matter I would like to men-
tion is in regard to Transport Board fees.
Now that the Metropolitan Passenger
Transport Trust is in operation omnibus
proprietors who used to pay 6 per cent.
of their receipts to the Transport Board,
are relieved from paying these fees, and
this is depriving the local authorities of
Transport Board fees which last year
totalled £21,000. Although this is only a
stmall item it is a further sum that is
being lost by the local authorities.

I thought that this was an opportunity
to inform hon. members of what is hap-
pening; it is something brought about by
the fact that times have changed. Vehicle
licence fees have been increased, and surely
something could be done to make the dis-
tribution to local authorities a little more
equitable.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse) [9.47]1: A supply
Bill such as this is introduced in the first
part of the session and it is vital to the
Government that it be passed; I have no
doubt that the Government, by virtue of
its majority, will be able to accomplish
that some time this evening. But I feel
that in discussing a Supply Bill of this
nature, which virtually gives the Govern-
ment £21,000,000, consideration should be
given to a general indication of how the
money has been spent up to date—because
the Government has received warrantis
from His Excellency the Governor since
the beginning of the financial year to en-
able it to carry on—and how the remainder
will be spent. This money will also allow the
Government to carry on until the Treas-
urer brings down his Budget.

We appreciate the positlon in regard to
the Grants Commission, and the delay
which may be caused in allowing the
Treasurer to finalise hls Budget; but I feel
that he should introduce it as soon as pos-
sible.

The Hon. Sir Ross Mclarty: Do not
worry; there will not be any new taxes
introduced this session.

Mr. BOVELL: There is one thing that
I do appreciate and that is the fact that
a Supply Bill such as this gives hon. mem-
bers an opportunity to discuss important
matters after such a long recess of Par-
lHament. Before proceeding with the two
matters which are vital to the economy of
my electorate, I wish to state that in my
opinion eight months is too long for Par-
liament to be in recess. At times I have
advocated two shorter sessions which would
give hon. members an opportunity of bring-
ing to Parliament matters of vital inter-
est to the State in general and to their
own electorates in particular.

We have heen in recess since the 28th
November, 1957, and I feel that the period
which has elapsed since that date until
today, when we deal with the business of
the State, is too long. An opportunity
should be given to members of Parlia-
ment to meet at more frequent intervals.

The first matter I wish to deal with is
the position which has arisen in country
distriets because of the increased cost of
transport where country rail services have
been terminated. We were, I think, given
an assurance by the Government that
there would be no economic imposition on
residents of areas where rail services were
to be terminated. Since the 1st July, 1957,
approximately one-guarter of the mileage
of our rallway system in Western Austra-
lia has ceased to operate, and it has had
an adverse economic effect cn a number
of farmers and on those areas which were
previously served by a railway. With fall-
ing costs in primary production—

The Premier: Falling prices.

Mr. BOVELL: Yes, falling prices. I
thank the Premier for his interjection. I
think the Government should realise its
responsibility and make an endeavour to
keep the costs of primary production down
to an absolute minimum. Some few weeks
ago, Mr. A, W. Dempster, a farmer, of
Cowaramup—he has given me permission
to use his name—calied fo see me in re-
gard to the rosd and rail freight charged
on 176 bags of oats consigned from Wil-
linms. He purchased these cats through
the agency of Westrallan Farmers Co-op-
erative Ltd. and duly received them. These
196 bags of oats were carted by Govern-
ment transport from Williams to Cow-
aramup. The rail system operates from
Williams to Busselton which is approxi-
mately 147 miles via Collle. The distance
from Busselton to Cowaramup by road,
which was previously served by a mailway,
is 23 miles, The freight charge which was
made by Westralian Farmers Co-operative
Ltd.—this was on the 17th March, 1958—
was £47 Ts. 4d.

This charge appeared to Mr. Dempster
to be exarbitant, and he wrote to Westra-
lian Farmers Co-operative Ltd.; and, as a
result, on the 22nd March, 1958, the branch
manager of the Westralian Farmers Co-
operative Ltd. at Narrogin forwarded the
following letter to Mr. Dempster;—

Dear Sir,

We have been advised by our
officer at Williams that you are query-
ing railage on 176 bags oats, charged
as £47 Ts. 4d. We have checked this
charge with the Williams Station Mas-
ter, and have been advised of the fol-
lowing:

I want you to take particular notice of the
following figures, Mr. Speaker, keeping in
mind that the distance from Williams to
Busselton is approximately 147 miles: and
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that the distance, by road, from Busselton
to Cowaramup is 23 miles. These are the
charges which were set out in the letter—

£ s d.

Railage 19 3 1
Road 26 13 2
Sheet 6 3
£46 2 &

The writer added—

This makes an overcharge of £1 4s.
10d., and we will write Head Office
and advise them to pass this credit
on to you.

I am assured by Mr. Dempster that the
176 bags of oats were transported by Gov-
ernment rail and road services and not by
private transport. For the 23 miles by
road the transport charge was £26 13s. 2d.
as against a rail charge of £19 3s. 1d.

Mr. May:
figures with the commercial agent of the
Railway Department and you will find the
truth about them.

Mr. BOVELL: I have the truth here,
The truth of the matter is that Mr. Demp-
ster—who, by the way, is known to the
Minister for Health, hecause he was farm-
ing in the Esperance district before he
went to Cowaramup—has assured me of
these facts; and if the member for Collie
is patient—as I am sure he is—T will read
to him the letter I wrote to the Minister
for Railways on the matter. My letfer was
forwarded to the Minister in July, 1958,
and Mr, Dempster called to see me in July
last.

Affer continuing the negotiations, the
Bunbury Branch Manager of Westralian
Farmers Co-operative Ltd.,, Mr, M. K. Lee,
wrote to Mr. Dempster on the 30th April
as follows:—

Dear Sir,

We have heard further from our
Williams representative regarding the
railage on the oats and he advised as
follows:—

Firstly, the W.AGR. charged
£44 14s. 4d., found out that they
had made an error and credited
£1 4s. 10d. and since our recent
contact with them, the Railways
have issued a further credit for
£3 8s. 10d., making the railage
in all £42 13s. 8d.

It is not yet clear whether these small
deductions were taken off the rail freight
or the road freight. The letter continues—

Apparently the credit note will come
from our head office and will show in
your account in due course.

I am just giving members some idea of the
difficulties that are facing producers in
these areas in regard to excessive transport
charges. Also, farmers do not have a

You want to check those -

secretary at their disposal to take up cor-
respondence on these matiers, Therefore,
not only are they excessively charged for
transport, but also they have to spend
many hours in the evening writing letters
in an endeavour to get some clarification
of the circumstances surrounding these
freight, charges.

The Premier: Have you worked out the
cost per bag per mile?

Mr. BOVELL: No; I have not done that
yet.

The Premier: It is very interestineg.

Mr. BOVELL: I am referring to the
overall position. I am merely comparing
the cost to farmers of the normal rail
freight which would have applied had the
railway been still running as far as Cow-
aramup on the basis of the telescopic
freights that were charged and the freights
that have been charged in this particular
instance,

The Premier: You should work out the
cost per hag per mile,

Mr. BOVELL: It is no use the Premier
drawing a red herring across the {rail in
respect to this important matter. The
fact remains that the charges for trans-
port by rail were £19 3s. 1d. and £26 13s.
2d. for transport by road; and I wish to
emphasise that the whole of this transport
was not done by private enterprise or by
the farmer himself—who assured me that
he would have gone to Busselton to pick
up these bags of oats from the Busselton
rail head if he had been permitted to do
so—hbut it was transported by Government
rail and road services.

A further rebate eventually came along.
This was in connection with the Class
“M" freight. The following letter is
dated the 16th July, 1858, and was signed
by the Accountant of the W.A. Transport
Board, It is addressed to Mr. A, W. Demp-
ster of Cowaramup and it reads—

Dear Sir,

Re Busselton-Flinder’s Bay subsidised
Road Transport.

I enclose herewith my Board's
cheque No. A98730 for the sum of
£3 13s. 10d. being (net) payment of
“M" class subsidy approved by Board.

A deduction of 1d. has been made
to cover the cost of Revenue Stamp
payable.

So even reducing the total amount by the
overcharge of £1 4s. 10d., the subsequent
refund of £3 8s. 10d. and the rebate of
the “M" class subsidy of £3 13s5. 10d., mak-
ing a total of £8 7Ts. 6d. from the cost of
the road transport charge, the freight for
147 miles by rail and the frelght for 23
miles by road would be approximately the
same. Therefore, I think there is an
anomaly there,
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I was so convinced that, on the 2lst
July, I addressed this communication to
the Hon. H. C. Strickland, MIL.C. the
Minister for Railways, Perth—

Mr. A. W. Dempster of Cowaramup
called on me today connec-
tion with excessive railway road ser-
vices charges on 176 bags oats con-
signed to him from Williams, in Feb-
ruary last.

Original Freight Account submit-

ted to Mr. Dempster was as fol-
lows:—
£ s d.
Railage—Williams to
Busselton— (147 miles
approx.) .. 19 38 1
Railway road service—
Road haulage Bus-
selton to Cowaramup
(23 miles) e 2613 2
Sheet 6 3
£46 2 6

Overcharges subsequently refunded
were £1 4s. 10d. and £3 8s. 10d.
and Transport Board subsidy of
£3 13s. 10d. in payment of “M'" class
goods. If all these refunds were de-
ducted from railwey road service
road haulage costs, the amount for
23 miles would be £18 5s. 8d. as com-
pared with £19 3s. 1d. for 147 miles
for rail haulage. This is a t{ypical
example of increased freight costs
being imposed on primary producers
south of Busseltonn due to the closure
of the Busselton-Flinders Bay railway,

I am sure you will agree that an
adjustment of railway road service
freight costs is necessary. The dairy
industry cannot stand the impost of
exorbitant transport costs such as
quoted above.

In view of the alarming position
that has arisen through the closure
of the Busselton-Flinders Bay rail-
way I shall be grateful if you will
please make a full investigation of
the case referred to herein.

I have not yet received a reply from
the Minister, though I feel sure he will
live up to the repufation he has earned
for being courteous and considerate. The
fact remains, however, that this corres-
pondence has extended from February to
August, and we have received no satis-
faction in the matter at all.

The Minister for Transport has asked
me on occasions, when I have been
speaking on increased costs, o give him
some concrete examples. This is a con-
crete example which I produce for con-
sideration by the Government, in regard
to the way the farmers are being penal-
ised by Government transport costs in
areas where the railway services have been
suspended.

The second matter to which I desire
to refer, is the work on the Busselton
wharf which is necessary to the liveli-
hood of 81 families. There are 91 regis-
tered waterside workers employed at the
port of Busselton; and for the financial
yvear ended the 30th June, 1958, the aver-
age earning of those men was a little in
excess of £10 per man.

Mr. Heal: Is that the only job they
have?

Mr, BOVELL; That, of course, is far
short of the basic wage. The member for
West. Perth asked if that was the only
job they had. As we know, it is not possible
for these men to exist on £10 per week on
an average, over 12 months; and it is
therefore necessary for them to seek other
employmenf, but at the same time for
them to be available when their services
are required 1o load timber or other com-
modities that might be available for ship-
ment from Busseltion.

I feel that, with very little expenditure,
the Government, could improve the berth
at Busselton in order to allow ships to
load to a greater depth. Correspondence
has passed between the Minister for
Supply and Shipping, the Busselton Port
Committee and myself; and the Minister
estimated that dredging operations in the
port of Busselton, sufficient to enable a
ship to load to an additional 2 ft. to 2 ft.
6 in. would cost approximately £50,000. In
my recollection there have been no dredg-
ing operations at Busselton. There is no
silting at that port. The depth of water
at the No. 4 jetty is the same today as it
was 40 or 50 years ago.

With a reasonable expenditure of
£50,000, enough additional shipping could
be provided at Busselton to permit those
91 men to at least earn the basic wage,
Beeing that there are 91 families depen-
dent on a certain industry for their liveli-
hood, I feel it is the responsibility of the
Government, in the interests of the
economy of the State, to see that
extra expenditure is made available to
enable those families to be provided with
at least 8 bare income. It should not be
necessary for them to seek other avenues
of employment which, in any case, are
only temporary; because these men must
be available when a ship comes in.

At this stage of the Stafe’s difficult
economic situation we cannot afford to
allow 91 families in a small area to have
their employment placed {in jeopardy.
Accordingly I ask the Treasurer to give
serious consideration to the provision of
the money which would constitute a
great economic uplift to the 91 families
to whom I have referred, A deputation
comprising the members of the Busselton
Chamber of Commerce, the Busselion
Road Board and the waterside unfon lt-
self, waited on the Minister in May of
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this year. The Minister was most sym-
pathetic and he gave most thoughtful
consideration to the submissions made to
him. We are, however, still awaiting a
reply to that deputation; but with some
collaboration from the Treasurer, I feel
it might be possible to provide the neces-
sary finance 1o give these men an
assured income.

In conclusion I would say that, in the
long history of the port of Busselton, the
services of the waterside workers have
always heen available when they were re-
quired. At no time, to my knowledge,
has there ever been any local industrial
trouble. Of course, like every other
place, we have our little difficulties, from
time to time; but a position has never
arisen through local conditions and cir-
cumstances, where the men have ceased
to work when their services were required.
Accordingly I would ask the Premier to
give careful and earnest consideration to
the following points:—

{1) The economic difficulties that are
facing the settlers in areas where
railway services have been ter-
minated; and

A proposal to at least allow ships
to load to a greater depth at
Busselton which, according to the
estimate made by the Minister
for Supply and Shipping, would
cost approximately £50,000,

2)

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) [109]: In
bringing down this important Supply Bill
the Treasurer has given me my first
opportunity to place before the Govern-
ment a matter which to me is very im-
portant indeed. I am sure that every
member of this House heard the call go
out on the 27th of July last for volunteers
to assist in the building up of the levees
along the Preston River. Had those levees
failed, a tragedy could have resulied.
There would have been a considerable loss
to the people in close proximity, and there
would have been a considerable amount
of expense to which the Government would
be put at a later dafe because the water
in the Preston River where the banks were
built up was 6 ft. to 7 ft.—1 would say as
a layman—above the floor hoards of
nearby houses. One can imagine the
feelings of the people who live in close
proximity to those levee banks where the
water was much higher than the floor
boards.

Mr. Hearman: It was not even a record
flood.

Mr. ROBERTS: It was not a record
flood. Again I say this as a layman; and
I stress this point because I have not had
the opportunity of studying the report in
the possession of the Director of Works,
but. it was indicated to me in answer to a
question today that the report is available.

I think the flood waters were oceasioned by
the fact that the channel which had been
dug at the mouth of the Preston River
had silted up owing to sand flowing down
the river. As we are aware, the levees do
not extend to the actual mouth; so when
flood waters flow to the end levees they
spread out, and a considerable amount of
land at the mouth is covered in water.

There was g banking up in the estuary
itself at this time, brought about by the
prevailing winds. I understand that at the
plug at the mouth of the Leschenault
Estuary the waters within the estuary
were some 3 ft. above the water level in
Bunbury Harbour. When the original cut
was put through at the mouth of the
estuary, it was made from the estuary to
the Indian Ocean. The Preston and the
Collie Rivers flow out, opposing each other,
if I might use that term. The Preston
flows in an easterly direction, while the
Collie River flows in a westerly direction.

It is amazing when one goes to the
mouth of the Preston River to see the
damage that has heen caused to pasture
land by these flood waters. At a rough
estimate, I would say there are some 50
acres of land, formerly good pasture land,
which are now covered with up to 2 ft.
of sand. At this stage there are still ap-
proximately 130 acres covered in water.

If the Government could, from the
moneys it is asking for, expend immedi-
ately a certain sum on the raising of the
levees and their extension to the estuary
banks, the position would be relieved
considerably. Unfortunately some in-
creased expenditure would be required for
bridges; because at Picton Bridge, where
the levees really commence, the bridge will
have to be raised. Moonshine Bridge at
Jeffrey-rd. will also have to be raised, and
likewise the bridge over the Australind
Road at Leschenault, If this work is not
done in the very near future, and in subse-
quent seasons we experience real floods,
some tragedy will occur.

If the banks break, thousands of acres
of pasture land and home sites will be
under water, and the Collie and Preston
Rivers will join forces in their devasta-
tion. ‘The Premier is no doubt aware that
the State Electricity Commission was very
concerned when some of the poles carry-
ing the very high tension wires, 132,000
volts, collapsed in those flood waters. I do
not know what would happen if live wires
fell into flood waters whilst personnel were
working nearby. I do think there is a
danger in this regard; and the matter
to which I referred is of extreme urgency,
and one to which the Government should
give serious consideration.

One point which struck me more than
anything else was that, when the call went
out for volunteers to assist in sandbagging
the levees, no provision was made in the
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south-western portion of the State for the
issue of sandbags. I suggest to the Pre-
mier that in centres where there is danger
of flood through the levees failing, a sup-
ply of sandbags be made available in future
yvears. In this instance the workers who
answered the call had {o fill bran, flour,
potate or any other bags they could get.
It was very difficult work, and work per-
formed under very frying conditions.

I do not want to labour this point now.
but I hope and trust that the Government
will, prior to the next winter rains, rectify
the position that could bring about a
catastrophe if not attended to in the very
near future.

MR. HEARMAN (Blackwood) 110.191; I
desire to speak very briefly, dealing largely
with matters which have already been
referred to extensively by the member for
Roe and the Leader of the Country Party,
although not fully. Generally the remarks
they had to make in connection with difi-
culties which face new settlers establish-
ing themselves and of existing settlers get-
ting the necessary finance to carry on
apply not only in their particular districts,
but I should think in other agriculture
areas in this State; they most certginly
apply in mine,

I consider that the result of Govern-
ment policy has not made the lot of the
man starting out an easy one. There are
various cases which come to mind. One
which I would like {0 mention is the case
of a man who, for various reasons, was
ineligible for a war service land settle-
ment farm, although he had six years’
overseas service; and who finally decided
to purchase from the Lands Department
a property which had previously been
bought under the war service land settle-
ment scheme and with the development
of which the Land Settlement Board de-
cided: not to continue. Of course, had it
gone to a war service land settler, a very
considerable sum of money would have
been spent on this property. Various
buildings and other improvements would
kave been carried out, and the setiler
would either have been given a 99-year
lease, or at least would have been given a
very long period over which to pay the land
off.

Mr. Nalder: Was it a single unit property
or subdivided?

Mr. HEARMAN: I think it was intended
to be subdivided into three properties; and
this is the only one the department has
been gble to quit. My point is that it was
recognised by the Land Settlement Board
that a considerable expenditure of money
would be necessary to make it into an
economical farm unit; and because this
man togk it on and was ineligible for
assistance as a war service land settler, he
was given five years in which to pay the
farm off, and no assistance—or very little
—to develop it.

He did, by dint of putting in what capital
he had—which was not a great amount—
by working very hard, and by taking jobs
on timber mills, get a certain amount of
development done. He established some
excellent pasture, which I saw for myself,
and reached the stage where he was ready
to stock the property. He had no money
with which to erect a cowshed; and the
Bural and Industries Bank, peculiarly
enough, advanced enough money for him
to do this, but would not advance him
anything further. Therefore, he could not
purchase any cattle, He had pasture, the
necessary water and development, but
could not stock the property.

This man was a good type, who had
worked hard; and despite the fact that he
had reached the stage where he could
purchase something, assistance completely
dried off; and at present, he is getting
demanding letters from the Lands Depart-
ment. This settler had a strong case, and
ultimately he did get another farmer—an
orchardist—to actually advance him the
necessary money—a. sum of £1,000—with
which to buy the nucleus of a dairy herd.
That is how that farmer has obtained his
start as a dairy farmer.

I think that when we get to the stage
where a man is allowed to build a cowshed
but cannot get money with which to huy
stock, we have reached a rather ridiculous
point. I{ rather indicates to me that some
reappraisal of the Government's approach
to this whole problem js needed. My own
view is that the Government has three
distincet responsibilities in this matter. It
must make land available for new settlers;
and it must make advances available under
some realistic terms which meet the sitya-
tion and problems that arise as a result of
land development.

I might mention in passing that the rate
of development in the heavily timbered
areas is very much slower than in some of
the areas mentioned by the member for
Roe and the Leader of the Country Party.
I believe that the third responsibility of
the Government is to provide the necessary
technical assistance and advice through
the Department of Agriculture, which I
think is generally forthecoming in a reason-
ably adequate manner.

Beyond that, I believe that a settler
should, as far as is possible, be left to his
own devices to solve his own problem in his
own way. To attempt to press him into
any blueprint plan is very often irksome to
the settler and financially wasteful. For
instance, there is no reason why, if a man
can build his own house, sheds or other
improvements, he should be forced to
accept some plan that is laid down under
some Government scheme for which he
will have to pay an excessive cost.

Mr. Lawrence: You think we should
socialise,
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Mr. HEARMAN: I am not suggesting
socialism. I am suggesting that we should
get away from that and leave the settler
free to solve his own problems in his own
way. However, there are certain problems
which he cannot solve without Govern-
mental assistance, and that is where the
Government should assist him.

A further difference between the prob-
lems which exist in my particular area
and those that the members to whom I
have referred represent is that there is
extreme difficulty in getting any Govern-
ment land at all. Whenever anyhody asks
for Crown land we are immediately con-
fronted with the fact that the Conservator
of Forests says it contains marketable
timber which musi be removed before the
land can be released. He simply refuses
to release that land for agriculture at all
and wants to keep it for the production
of timber, either native hardwoods or pine.

There is a case in the Greenbushes area
in which a farm that had been taken up
under conditional purchase conditions had
been abandoned. It was applied for by
another man and he was told that the Con-
servator of Forests wanted that land and
it would not be available for further agri-
cultural development.

Mr. Jamieson: The member for Collie
had a bit of that trouble, didn't he?

Mr. HEARMAN: He has a further trouble
which dces not affect me to any great
extent; but nonetheless it is a very serious
one in connection with the water catch-
ment area. However, there are large areas
not on a water catchment which carry very
little millable timber. They are not re-
garded as good timber areas, but the Con-
servator of Porests seems to have a blanket
control over them. It is a complete im-
passe as regards getting any progress.

Last year, towards the end of the session,
I asked a series of questions in regard to
an application for land by the Mitchell
brothers, which had gone on since 1946.
At that time, I was promised by the Minis-
ter that the matter would be finalised
reasonably expeditiously. I do not know
what the opinion of the Government is as
far as “reasonably expeditiously” is con-
cerned, but it went to the Land Utilisation
Committee in May last.

I do not know what its final determina-
tion was, although I have some reason to
suppose that it was not very favourable
from the applicant’s point of view. The
last time I spoke to the Mitchells, a month
ago, they had heard nothing further. I
still do not know, nor do they, the result
of that appplication for Jand. I think the
negotiations have been going on for a
period of 12 years or so.

It seems to me that a Government de-
partment—it is a pair of departments in
this particular disputation—should be able
to arrive at a decision and be able to make
up its mind in less than 12 years if it is

not going to allot the land to the man. If
it is going to allot the land to him, surely
to goodness 12 years is a long time cut of
a farmer's effective working life, and he
should he given a decision much quicker
than that!

This is having an adverse effect on
further rural development in my electorate,
because possibly the hest types of potential
settler that we can get—the sons of
farmers living in the district, who know
the area and its problems and who are
willing to take on and develop virgin land
—are being completely- frustrated. In
many instances these men would not re-
quire a great deal of financial assistance
from the Government, particularly if they
could get lJand within reasonable distance
of their parenis’ properties, because in such
circumstances a new farm can be developed
in the initial stages comparatively easily
and cheaply, as there is not the same need
for new plant, buildings and so on. I can
think of no better potential settler than
men of that type, yet in my area they are
being given no encouragement at all. We
hear a great deal about the drift to the
city, and so on, but what can one expect
when men who are willing and anxious to
take up land are frustrated in this way?

Mr. Lawrence: You are very parochial.

Mr. HEARMAN: In the Tone River area,
where land was surveyed for agricultural
purposes in 1954, several men have been
waiting since that time for blocks, yet the
number of blocks made available has been
very small. Up till a month or so ago only
three of four blocks had been made avail-
able there. It is most important that there
should be a review of Government policy in
this regard. The member for South Fre-
mantle has suggested that my view is
parochial. That may be so, but if we were
to get in touch with the member for
Warren I think the story would be the
same in that area.

Mr, Lawrence: But I am not parochial
and never have been,

Mr, HEARMAN: That, perhaps, is one
difference between the member for South
Fremantle and me.

The Premier: The member for South
Fremantle does barrack for the South Fre-
mantle Football Club.

Mr. HEARMAN: I think he is a bit one-
eyed about that. This Bill is to make
available to the Government £21,000,000
and we are constantly being told thai the
Government has no money. I realise that
perhaps, superficially, there is a bit of a
paradox about that; but, nevertheless, if
the Government cannot make new money
available for the agency section of the
Rural & Industries Bank I think it should
examine seriously the proposals that have
come forward in large numbers from the
area I represent—and adjoining areas—
for establishment of the sons and other
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relatives of farmers, who would be
assisted by the already-established men
and who could develop their properties,
in the majority of cases, with very littie
Government assistance.

However, they cannot farm without
land, and if the Government is unable to
make money available to the agency sec-
tion of the Rural and Industries Bank, I
again point out that it would not cost the
Government much to make land avail-
able to these people. If the Government
had the money to put into the agency
section of the Rural and Industries Bank
the position would be easier, but surely
consideration could be given to these
people, who are willing to develop land
and who do not require any great degree
of Government assistance.

An impasse appears to exist between
the Lands Department and the Forests
Department and it does not matter to
which of those departments one goes, the
story is always the same. There is some-
thing wrong with the whole relationship
between those departments and the set-
up of the Land Utilisation Committee, I
think the Government should examine the
position; because, when the Conservator
of Forests objects to an application, he
refers it to that committee, of which he
is a member and the applicant is not
represented there and cannot even argue
his case before the commitiee. He has to
rely on the Director of Agricuiture, who
is a member of that commitiee, on which
the Lands Department is also represented.

In my experience, individual applicants
who join issue with the Conservator of
Forests in this matter get very little con-
sideration. I do know of cases in which
the individual has had a win, as it were,
but the Conservator—it seems to me—
carries far too much weight for the indi-
vidual applicant to have any chance bhe-
fore that committee,

A study of certain instances will indicate
that the applicant is constantly fobbed
off. He is told that they want the land
because the timber has not hbeen cut.
When it has been cut, he applies again
and is then told the land is wanted be-
cause there are still some poles left on it.
Then the S.E.C. or somebody cuts the
poles, after which the applicant applies
again, only to be told that it is now a
regeneration area. If that story is un-
tenable, perhaps, he i3 told that it is
required for the planting of bpines or
something of that nature, The answer
from the Forests Department is always
IINON’

If it is Government policy not to have
any further rural development in the
South-West, why does the Government
not say so0? If further rural develop-
ment in that part of the State is
considered necessary, obviously these
problems which arise as between the

Lands Department, the Conservator of
Forests and the applicant for land, must
be overcome, I have discussed the matter
with the Minister and he stretched a
point in order to look at a particular case
for me, I have no doubt as to his private
opinion about it, although he may not be
able to express it in this House; but I
say that unless a realistic approach is
made to this problem of the availability
of land for rural development in the
heavily timbered areas, the State will lose
many good settlers and there will be a
further drift to the city and the State will
be all the poorer for it.

THE TREASURER (The Hon. A. R, G,
Hawke—Noartham—in reply) [10.39]: I
thank members for the reception given to
the Bill, I will have careful consideration
given to the ideas and suggestions that
have been put forward and will advise the
hon. members concerned in due course.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

House adjourned at 1042 p.m.

Legislative Connril
Wednesday, 13th August, 1958.
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